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IS THE LIBERTY LEAGUE FASCIST? 


R. JOSEPH BRAININ of the Seven Arts 
Feature Syndicate has done Jewry a service 

by demanding that Joseph Proskauer choose be- 
tween the American Jewish Committee and the 
Liberty League. His demand has occasioned a 
series of denials from Liberty League headquar- 
ters that they are in any way prejudiced toward 
the Jews, or that they are in any way officially 
connected with the “Sentinels of the Republic.”’ 
The Sentinels have in turn disavowed any racial 
or religious prejudice. Both organizations stick 
to their story: they are for the Constitution and 
against the New Deal and all alien Socialist, Com- 
munist influences. It is unfortunate that Mr. 
Brainin could not furnish more legally valid proof 
of the anti-Semitic nature of these two bulwarks 
of reaction. There are many Jews who have 
confused legality with morality. They maintain 
that as long as you cannot find an incitement to 
race prejudice on the legal stationery of these 
organizations, you have no case against them. The 
fact that individuals who support these bodies may 


Month 


also contribute to groups that spread vicious prop- 
aganda is, in their way of thinking, beside the 
point. Nor are they impressed with the modern 
syllogism which can be stated this way: 

1. The continuance of unemployment, want and misery 
in a country composed of various racial and religious 
minorities is bound to lead the playing of one group 
against the other to the ultimate disadvantage of the 
weaker minorities. 


. The Jews are one of the weaker minorities. 

3. Therefore, the American Liberty League by fighting 
any and all serious attempts to mitigate the conditions 
of want and misery is helping to bring about a con- 
dition of affairs which breeds anti-Semitism. 

Rigid as this syllogism may appear to be, it is 
nevertheless fundamentally true. Those who 
work by its premise and conclusion are much more 
mindful of the best interests of American Jewry 
than are those who join or support the Liberty 
League on the smug assumption that Fascism need 
not lead to anti-Semitism, and there is no legal 
evidence that the Liberty League is fascist or anti- 
Semitic and at any rate, if it is, it is better to be 
in on the ground floor, etc. etc. ad nauseam. 
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DRIVE AGAINST ALIENS 


HE Federalist Congress enacted alien and 

sedition laws at the close of the 18th century. 
That contributed much to the unpopularity of 
the Federalist Party, which resulted in the ‘‘Revo- 
lution of 1800”. A “dangerous radical”, Thomas 
Jefferson, was elected President. From then on, 
and until the World War, the policy of the United 
States Government, with respect to aliens, was, on 
the whole, liberal. Political refugees from vari- 
ous countries found a haven here to the credit and 
advantage of this country. 


Thirty years ago the Russian Czar reached out 
his long arm for two of his subjects, Pouren and 
Rudowitz.. For some time they were detained at 
Ellis Island. But public opinion was so strong in 
their support that they were allowed to land. The 
Czar did not get them. President Theodore 
Roosevelt did not stop at overruling a decision by 
one of his own cabinet members when it came to 
saving an alien from deportation. 


Things have changed since the War. Deporta- 
tions no longer shock us; we have become non- 
resistant to them; though the deportation of an 
alien today means much more than it did before 
the war. We are becoming indifferent to deporta- 
tions, because of the universal increase in the 
power of reaction the world over. Whether we 
call it Fascism, or by any other name, the forces 
of reaction have been on the increase since the 
war. Most of Continental Europe now lives 
under dictatorship. 


Some are interested in deportations because of 
the illusion that the deportation of aliens will 
make for jobs for citizens. Emigration from this 
country in recent years has been greater than 
immigration, and still unemployment has been on 
the increase. There are twelve and a half million 
unemployed workers in this country, which is more 
than half of the total unemployed the world over. 
The deportation of a few hundred aliens will 
make no impression on unemployment, but will 
ruin the families of the deportees besides handing 
over innocent men to the executioner. 


The drive against aliens is a menace to the la- 
bor movement. A non-citizen worker, who mani- 
fests interest in unionism is exposed to the danger 
of deportation as an undesirable alien. He would 
be afraid to join his fellow workers in a union or 
a strike. 


The bills in the Municipal, State, and Federal 
Legislatures calling for registration of aliens is 
another manifestation of the heresy hunting spirit 
which is now at large; so is the resolution which 
was adopted by the New York State Legislature, 
providing for an investigation of Communism in 
the schools and colleges. They are all a part of 
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the same mania that is responsible for the deport- 
ation of aliens. 

The recent action of the Legislature reminds 
one very strongly of the notorious Lusk Commit- 
tee activities shortly after the war. No good 
could, or would, come from any such investiga- 
tion. A great deal of harm is sure to come. 
While the investigators may not disclose anything 
in colleges that is not already known, the reac- 
tionary press will sensationalize any false state- 
ment made by witnesses. That, it seems to us, 
is the true purpose of the investigation; also, more 
reactionary legislation, which will follow the “in- 
vestigation”. 

The spirit that is behind the clamor for deport- 
ation is the same spirit that breaks strikes, throws 
pickets into jails and organizes company unions. 


ANOTHER COURT DEFEAT FOR LABOR 
AFTER 67 days of deliberation, the United 


States Supreme Court, by a six to three deci- 
sion, has declared the Guffey Act, particularly its 
wage and hour regulations, unconstitutional. 
This act, passed last August, in the shadow of 
what President Roosevelt called a “reasonable 
doubt” as to its court approval, was a “little 
NRA” in an industry marked by cut-throat com- 
petition, waste of natural resources, overproduc- 
tion, under-employment and inadequate annual 
earnings. 

The President finds comfort in the division of 
the court, as contrasted with its unanimity on 
the NRA and in the educational value of the 
minority opinion concurred in by Justices Bran- 
deis, Stone and Cardozo. More important than 
the question of whether the tax provision by 
which this Act was enforced was a tax of a “‘pen- 
alty” is the majority decision on what constitutes 
interstate commerce, over which the federal gov- 
ernment has regulatory power. According to 
the majority, although soft coal obviously enters 
into interstate commerce, coal digging always 
takes place in a particular’fixed spot and is there- 
fore not interstate commerce. This narrow and 
economically absurd definition goes beyond the 
fine point of the Schechter decision in which the 
product, after entering interstate commerce, be- 
came part of an auxiliary industry in which it was 
“at rest’’. 

_ This interpretation affects not only the 500,- 
000 men employed in bituminous mining. It 
forecasts the throwing out of every measure of 
regulation, except as it affects interstate trans- 
port and communication. It is not unlikely that 
the court will pass unfavorably on the Wagner 
Labor Disputes Act, even though that is aimed 
at the protection of collective bargaining and sets 
no wages, hours or prices, and on the unemploy- 
ment provision measures of the Social Security 
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Act. Needless to say, the thirty hour week legis- 
lation which the A. F. of L. proposes as its major 
issue has not the ghost of a chance in the court, 
and despite its different provision for control, 
neither has the Ellenbogen bill proposing price, 
hour and wage regulation in the textile industry. 

The Executive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor draws the conclusion that the 
court decision meant more than ever a greater 
reliance on labor’s own strength. Despite the 
favorable convention decision on a_ proposed 
Constitutional amendment curbing the court’s 
power to pass on social legislation, President 
Green indicates that the A. F. of L. constitutional 
fight will be only one means guaranteeing the 
right to form and maintain trade unions; he 
warns that Congressional fixing of wages and 
hours has in it seeds of fascist arbitrary govern- 
mental power. But no union has greater strength 
and uses it more militantly than the coal miners’ 
union in its fight against forces, some of which 
are beyond its control. True, the Guffey bill with 
its inclusion of some of the profiteering and mon- 
opolistic elements of the NRA would seem far 
less adequate than the proposals made in the union 
for the socialization of the industry. This mea- 
sure, if radical, would meet no worse fate than 
the “‘moderate” proposals. No federal social legis- 
lation is safe so long as we are left with the para- 
dox of American democracy: that elected legisla- 
tive bodies which can be forced to take account of 
public pressure, are mere public auditoriums, and 
that the final struggle takes place in an atmos- 
phere, supposedly sacrosanct, but in which the de- 
cisions made, as John L. Lewis commented, “seem 
designed to fatten capital and starve and destroy 
labor” in the name of personal liberty. 


WHAT YOUNG NEGROES 
MAY NOT READ 


HE Board of Education of the District of 

Columbia, where one fourth of the popula- 
tion is colored, is considering a recommendation 
that the Crisis and Opportunity, two Negro maga- 
zines, be banned from use in the schools. This 
recommendation was submitted by Dr. Garnet C. 
Wilkinson, first assistant superintendent of schools 
who is also an officer of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People. Al- 
though the Crisis is the official organ of the 
N.A.A.C.P., although it is not a “radical” maga- 
zine, although it calls attention to civil and social 
injustices perpetrated on the Negro, nevertheless, 
argues Dr. Wilkinson, it does not adequately serve 
the educational purpose of Washington, D.C. For 
Mr. Wilkinson the magazine has invalidated its 
usefulness to young people by discussing the status 
of women in Russia, by printing Mr. Browder on 
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the race problem, and by publishing a poem “Flag 
Salute” of which the following is a fragment: 

I FE sey allegiance to the flag’”— 

They dragged him naked 

Through the muddy streets, 

A feeble-minded black boy! 

And the charge? Supposed assault 

Upon an aged woman! 
The first assistant superintendent of schools fur- 
ther cites fully seven places in which Crisis used 
the objectionable term “N.. .” (“N...” is Dr. 
Wilkinson’s own euphemism for “‘nigger’’) in its 
stories of Negro life. Accordingly he does not 
recommend the Crisis. The editor of the maga- 
zine ironically asks whether the District of Colum- 
bia is willing to admit that its pedagogy does not 
include the dissemination of information or opin- 
ion on Soviet Russia or references to the break- 
down of our bill of rights so far as one-tenth of 
our population is concerned. 


The real reason why Crisis and Opportunity 
are not wanted has less to do with printer’s typo- 
graphy than with their militant propaganda for 
justice and equality, against lynching and murder, 
against sharecropper peonage, for equal oppor- 
tunity of wages and employment, and for too out- 
spoken an attitude against insult and discrimina- 
tion, 

For all minority groups this typographical 
prudery and would-be-censorship of subject-matter 
contain a threat to the democratic solution of their 
problems by realistic discussion. 


TOWARD A MERRIER CAMPAIGN 


Will an air of cynical gaiety a newspaper 

headline announces that our two major poli- 
tical ‘Parties Plan Racial Songs As Vote Lures.” 
Politics will use music in a brand new way. Credit 
for the unusual idea seems to belong to Bruce 
Barton who will be remembered as the syndicate 
writer who sold Jesus to the public. Mr. 
Barton’s latest advertising idea is to have Negro, 
German, Italian and Scandinavian choruses go on 
a radio hook-up to woo Republican votes with 
“racial songs.” The Democrats ‘are jealous. 
Plagiarizing shamelessly, they announce more 
jubilee singers than the Republicans, more chor- 
uses and a symphony orchestra. We hope the 
dissenting political parties will pick up the Barton 
idea in their turn. Free of charge we suggest a 
few titles for “racial songs’, such as “Black Share- 
cropper Blues’, ‘No Jews Need Apply”, and so 
forth. A very popular enterprise with all the 
minority voters might be ‘““The Statutes of Liber- 
ty”, an oratorio whose airs would sing of the 
fingerprinting and deportation Starnes-Reynolds 
bill, the moral turpitude Dies bill, the employment 
disbarring McCall bill, the registration Keegan 
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bill, and many other nice bills. We recommend 
that Morrie Ryskind, Hans Eisler, George Gersh- 
win, Clifford Odets and Elmer Rice be hired to 
put their heads together. The result may win 
neither a Pulitzer prize nor an election, but it will 
add to American repertory some pretty good “ra- 
cial songs.” 


BLACK SHIRT OVER ETHIOPIA 


HAVING gassed, bombed and ravaged the 

“barbarian” Abyssinians for months, the 
Italian dictator is now ready to complete his 
“great enterprise of civilization” by introducing 
black-shirt freedom and culture into darkest 
Ethiopia. According to dispatches from Rome, 
myrtle-crowned fascist soldiers have been com- 
manded to convert their swords into ploughshares 
overnight. Thousands among the army of occu- 
pation will be persuaded to accept homesteads or 
to become African artisans. Within ten years 
some 500,000 Italians are scheduled to be settled 
in the East African highlands. Thus soon shall 
peace and prosperity descend on unhappy 
Ethiopia. 


Cables from French Somaliland and from Ad- 


dis Ababa furnish insight into the precise nature - 


of the promised peace. Within a few days after 
Italian occupation, Mussolini’s emissaries arres- 
ted more than 1500 Ethiopians who, after being 
hauled before military tribunals, were swiftly 
marched off in groups of forty and fifty to be shot 
down by firing squads. Invited native witnesses 
to the killings have been sent home to their re- 
spective tribes for the special purpose of warning 
possible trouble makers. So much for the quality 
of the present peace. As for the future prosperity, 
it is all too clearly outlined by dispatches from 
Rome. Authoritative sources inform the press 
that “‘all Italy’s technical and economic forces will 
be mobilized to develop Ethiopia with the same 
rapidity with which she was conquered by the 
army’. This envisioned development will feature 
race segregation. Italian colonists are to live in 
reserved territories. No half-breeds are wanted. 
In future there will be a master race and subject 
races in peaceful, civilized Ethiopia. And within 
a short time barbarous Ethiopia must begin to pay 
some return on the huge sums expended in her 
conquest. 

Equally explicit’ is the manner in which Ethio- 
pian booty will be peacefully divided. Though 
the League of Nations apparently means to keep 
up the polite fiction of refusal to endorse the rape 
of Ethiopia, the world will nonetheless be treated 
to the edifying spectacle of a private harmonious 
prosperity feast. The Italian Banca Commercialo 
and Banco di Napoli, in cooperation with the 
Banque de |’Union Parisienne, have already elab- 
orated a comprehensive program for the thorough 
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exploitation of Abyssinia. The French commer- 
cialists in Somaliland will not lose out, for they 
too have been promised a share in the Italian 
processes of “‘pacification and redemption”. And 
as early as January 1935, Pierre Laval took the 
precaution to sign in Rome an agreement which 
fully protects the French-owned Jibuti railway. 
Nor shall English interests be seriously impaired. © 
The investments in Lake Tana will be scrupu- 
lously respected by Mussolini — though Italian 
industrialists may demand an equitable slice, not 
for selfish reasons, needless to say, but from pa- 
triotic desire to further the needs of colonization 
in Africa. Even the interests of a few Ethiopian 
chieftians who carry out fascist orders will un- 
doubtedly be provided for. 


In fact all necessary steps have been taken to 
assure that all parties be gainers—all parties ex- 
cept the masses in Ethiopia and in Italy. The 
Ethiopians, after being reduced to the status of 
an inferior race, will be robbed of the natural re- 
sources of their country and will be subjected to 
the horrors of an economic exploitation beyond 
the imagination of even the most primitive among 
their ancestors. The Italian masses will foot the 
bill for that exploitation and will endure a still 
greater reduction in their standard of living. 


THE MONTHLY BALANCE SHEET 
THE Rumanian Minister at Washington issued 


a statement that the Jewish situation in 
Rumania is quite satisfactory. But Dr. William 
Filderman, president of the Union of Rumanian 
Jews, tells a far different story. He enumerates 
that Jews are attacked daily in the Bacau district 
without police intervention; that Jewish school 
boys are insulted and maltreated at Czernowitz; 
that Jewish first-year students at the Bucharest 
University Medical School are prevented from 
attending class lectures; and that the Rumanian 
censor even forbids the Jewish press to report 
anti-Jewish attacks or to reprint the very memor- 
andums on those attacks which Jews send to the 
government. To these grave discriminations may 
be added the newly-proposed law, announced by 
the Rumanian Labor Minister, which will still 
further restrict the percentage of Jews to be en- 
gaged in labor and the liberal professions. And 
certainly the gleeful manner with which the Ru- 
manian press reports the riots in Palestine (cir- 
culating flagrantly false news items to the effect 
that Tel Aviv and Haifa went up in flames) 
hardly suggests that Rumania has anything like 
a just attitude toward its Jewish citizens. In 
Poland, likewise, there is but little improvement 
in the Jewish status. In Karcev a group of pa- 
triotic vigilantes, after smashing windows in some 
forty Jewish houses, mounted guard over Jewish 
stores in order to prevent purchasers from enter- 
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ing. In Nazi fashion they photographed all Poles 
who dared patronize Jewish places of business. 
By way of good measure they stabbed and seri- 
ously wounded a Jew who happened to pass. In 
Vilna, Jews were again attacked in the public 
thoroughfares. One Jew (seventy-two year old 
Moses Kaufman) was gravely wounded. The 
anti-Semitic Endeks have also added incendiarism 
to their repertoire of anti-Jewish activities. They 
set fire to Jewish houses in widely separated areas 
of the country. In one case, they barred windows 
and.doors in order to prevent Jewish occupants 
from escaping the flames. But on the other side 
of our monthly ledger, pleasanter incidents may 
be recorded. In Yugoslavia, Dr. Macek, leader 
of the Croatian peasant party, denounced efforts 
to introduce anti-Semitism into the Croatian na- 
tional movement. In Czechoslovakia there was 
organized An Alliance for Justice and Freedom 
(consisting of noted scholars, authors and artists, 
both Czechs and Germans) for the purpose of 
fighting Fascism and anti-Semitism. Among Hun- 
garian Jewry, the movement for Halutzism is 
spreading rapidly. Within the last few months, 
the Hungarian Alliance for Palestine (an organi- 
zation for the support of training Halutzim) has 
received requests for the admission of some 5,000 
candidates. World Jewry as a whole has re- 
sponded to the intimidation of riots in Palestine 
with increases in the enrollment of Halutzim and 
with larger financial contributions for Zionism. 
The Jewish population in Eretz Israel is facing its 
difficulties with calm. And the Jewish Agency 
has issued a statement urging that there is no 
need for relief funds but rather for larger 
amounts with which to carry on the Jewish settle- 
ment work more energetically than ever. 


JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS' 
ALLIANCE 


FrROM May 31 to June 4, the Jewish National 

Workers’ Alliance, Labor Zionist fraternal 
order, will hold its Fourteenth Convention in 
Atlantic City. Founded some twenty-five years 
ago as a cooperative insurance society to render 
mutual aid to its members in time of need and 
distress, the Alliance has achieved a singular 
place in the organizational life of American Jew- 
ry. Alone, of all the great Jewish fraternal or- 
ders in this country, the Alliance has endeavored 
since its inception to serve not only the material 
wants of its constituents, but also all social, cul- 
tural and national needs and interests of the Jew- 
ish working masses. Throughout its existence the 
Alliance has devoted its energies and resources 
to the upbuilding of the Jewish national homeland, 
the defense of Jewish rights and the improvement 
of the economic and political lot of the Jewish 
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masses. At the same time, it has worked un- 
stintingly for the projection of Jewish cultural 
values in America, taking the initiative in the pub- 
lication of important Yiddish literature, campaign- 
ing for the establishment of Yiddish and Hebrew 
sections in the public libraries, and the inclusion 
of these languages in public school curricula. Its 
most signal service to Jewish culture was the es- 
tablishment and maintenance, jointly with the 
Socialist-Zionist Party, of the first chain of pro- 
gressive Jewish folk-schools and the Jewish 
Teachers’ Seminary. In Labor-Zionist ranks in 
America the Alliance represents the strongest 
single organized unit, a position it has endeavored 
to maintain not only by strength of numbers, but 
by taking a leading share in the activities and re- 
sponsibilities of the movement. In the period 
since its last convention the Alliance has shown re- 
markable vitality, expanding in membership and 
achieving greater economic security. It has suc- 
ceeded in penetrating into new fields, especially 
among the Jandsmanschaften, trade-union and 
English speaking elements, organizing a special 
section for the latter. Jewish Frontier joins the 
Labor-Zionist movement in greeting the Four- 
teenth Convention of the Alliance. 


NAHUM SOKOLOW 
AHUM SOKOLOW, like other great Jewish 


leaders of his generation, boasted a bewilder- 
ing array of talents. He was a brilliant journal- 
ist; his services to the Hebrew press earned him 
the title of “the founder of modern Hebrew 
Journalism.” He was a scholar, specializing in 
philosophy, and modern languages. One gets a 
notion of the variety of his interests when one 
glances at the titles of some of his works. In 
addition to a steady journalistic output on political 
and literary themes which continued till his death, 
he was the author of works as diverse as a geo- 
graphy, a primer of self-instruction in English, a 
biography of Spinoza and a standard history of 
Zionism. That he was a brilliant linguist may al- 
most be taken for granted. To write articles and 
make speeches in three or four languages seems 
to be the fate of the Russian or Polish Jew in 
public life, but Sokolow’s extraordinary command 
of some eight or nine languages exceeded even 
the accustomed quota. And to the intense intel- 
lectual life which such a record bespeaks, he added 
great achievements as a diplomat and propagand- 
ist. The Zionist movement, which he served and 


led throughout a long career, has suffered a vital 
loss in his death. 
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IMMIGRATION CONTINUES 


HE British government has just announced 

its new schedule according to which 4500 
certificates will be available during the next four 
months. This actually represents a labor immi- 
gartion of about 20,000 since the immigrants on 
the labor schedule are permitted to bring their 
families. The significance of the new schedule 
is two-fold. In the first place, it indicates a defin- 
ite improvement in the economic conditions of the 
country. Two months ago, the government was 
not prepared to commit itself to a given number 


Land Possibilities 


ORE OF: the late issues of the Palestine 

Bostonai features an interesting article by 
Moshe Smilansky concerning the prospects of a 
new and greater Jewish colonization in Palestine. 
He estimates that at present we control only an 
insignificant part of the land. In 1921, our per 
capita land possession was approximately 8 du- 
nam, while at present it is only 3 dunam. This, 


however, does not mean that we have no further | 


prospects for Jewish colonization in Palestine. 
Two important factors have substantially added 
to the capacity of our land-reserves, asserts Mr. 
Smilar <y. First, we have come to the conclusion 
that ': wish agriculture must be an intensive one, 
or else perish altogether. Then, we have discov- 
ered in many regions, water, that life-giving fluid 
which makes intensive cultivation possible for us. 
These two factors have created new contingencies 
for colonization in spite of our limited land area. 
In Upper Galilee, out of the 60,000 dunam land 
in Jewish possession, no less than 40,000 dunam 
could be intensively used. Actually, only 1,500 du- 
nam are thus cultivated. Add to this the 35,000 du- 
nam of the Huleh, and the probable purchase in 
the near future of about 25,000 dunam, we can 
safely count on about 100,000 dunam of inten- 
sively arable land in that region. In Lower Gal- 
ilee, there are 90,000 dunam of land under Jewish 
control, only 3,000 of which are intensively cul- 
tivated. 

In the Jordan Valley we posses about 20,000 
dunam of land, only a small part of which is not 
suitable for intensive agriculture. We can also 
count upon another adjoining region soon to come 
into Jewish possession, whieh will extend the area 
to 30,000 dunam. If we were to add the land of 
Beth-Shean and its surroundings, the total of our 
land-ownership in that region, would amount to 
60,000 dunam. Out of this, only 3,000 dunam 
are at present in intensive farming. 

According to Mr. Smilansky, we have now in 
the Valley of Jezrael, about 200,000 dunam of 
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of new immigrants. From this, one may judge 
that the temporary economic set-back suffered by 
Palestine is over. In the second place, the gov- 
ernment announcement is of great political sig- 
nificance. One of the three Arab demands, per- 
haps the most important, is for the cessation of 
Jewish immigration. Several weeks ago, Arab 
leaders offered to call off the general strike and 
the civil disobedience campaign if this one demand 
were granted. The schedule indicates that the 
mandatory power will not be terrorized by Arab 
violence. 


land, which with the new prospective acquisitions, 
will give us an approximate quarter million dunam 
in the “Emek”. About 175,000 dunam are fit for 
intensive agriculture. Out of this vast area, only 
8,000 dunam are intensively cultivated. Again, 
in the Valley of Zebulon, we have 50,000 dunam 
of land, with only 2,000 dunam in intensive farm- 
ing. Similarly, 200,000 out of our 250,000 du- 
nam of land in Samaria and Sharon, are suitable 
for intensive cultivation. Actually, only 60,000 
dunam are now under intensive cultivation. 


Practically all of the 200,000 dunam of land in 
Judea are fit for intensive agriculture. Only 40% 
of the land area, however, is thus used. We must 
also remember the newly purchased land (about 
200,000 dunam) in many parts of the country, 
particularly in the south, which have not yet come 
under Jewish cultivation. According to Mr. Smil- 
ansky’s estimations, we have about a million du- 
nam of land suitable for intensive farming. Only 
a small part of this area (150,000 dunam) is 
being productively and intensively exploited. The 
other 850,000 dunam are yet to be intensively 
“redeemed.” 


Me. SMILANSKY has been for years known 

in Palestine for his realistic, and as many 
experts believe, conservative calculations. If he 
erred in his present calculations, he most likely 
minimized, rather than exaggerated the possibil- 
ities. We may thus draw at least one important 
conclusion from his statistics. If we take it for 
granted that a family requires no more than 25 
dunam of land for intensive farming (with irriga- 
tion)—on collective and cooperative farms—the 
need per family would naturally be less. This 
means that there is still enough land in Jewish 
hands in Palestine to settle about 20,000 families 
(100,000 persons). without, for the present, con- 
sidering further purchases and land-grants. What- 
ever the political situation in the country may be- 
come in the future, we need not be apprehensive 
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that lack of land will hinder our agrarian coloniza- 
tion schemes. If we were to invest sufficient capital 
in the land we now possess, and if we applied pro- 
gressive scientific methods of production and util- 
ized the services of the many experts and highly 
qualified workers who are now in Palestine, we 
could within a few years create an agricultural 
industry capable of absorbing 100,000 new set- 
tlers. Under favorable conditions, this would also 
mean a parallel increase of the Jewish city popula- 
tion by 200,000. 

In this connection, it is well to recall the prob- 
lems Soviet Russia had to face following her 
agrarian revolution. For years people had been 
living under the illusion that it was sufficient to 
confiscate the estates of the rich landowners in 
order to solve the economic problem of millions 
of peasants in European Russia. After the con- 
fiscated land had been divided and parcelled out, 
the real problem arose. In the first place, the 
pre-revolutionary generation of landowners pos- 
sessed less land than it was commonly assumed 
they did. The peasant received only an insignifi- 
cant and disappointing addition to his homestead. 
Intelligent, clear-minded people at once realized 
that what the peasant needed most was not only 
more land, but a more intensive exploitation of the 
soil, more horses, better breeds of dairy cattle, 
better tools, machinery, irrigation, and improved 
seeds. One of the most important motives for 
collectivization in Soviet Russia was the fact that 
it was easier to apply intensive agriculture to col- 
lective farms than to individual farming, and thus 
considerably increase production. This purely 
economic motive, to increase the income to be de- 
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rived from the soil, was perhaps a stronger in- 
fluence in Soviet economic policies than a desire 
to “introduce socialism” in the Soviet villages. 

-In Palestine, also, we should emphasize the 
necessity for intensive scientific cultivation of the 
soil. This practice is in the interests of Jewish 
settlers, as well as of the Arab peasants with 
whom the government is concerned, without 
understanding their needs and problems. 

If our colonization schemes are to bring the 
desired results, if the land we already possess in 
Palestine is to be rationally used for new settle- 
ments and a greater immigration, (which does 
not necessarily mean that we are not to exert our- 
selves to the utmost to acquire more land both 
through private agencies andthe Jewish National 
Fund) we must provide for the following condi- 
tions: 

1. The Keren Hayesod must obtain greater financial 
resources to make new investments, through the va- 
rious forms of credit, in the land we already possess 
in Palestine. 

2. The government should undertake to cooperate with 
the Keren Hayesod and other Zionist agencies on a 
more substantial basis (particularly on irrigation 
projects). 

3. We must encourage more workers’ settlements, 
(Moshavim and Kvutzot) since they have the econ- 
omic possibilities to absorb greater numbers of Jewish 
immigrants than private farming would have. 

4. Mr. Smilansky, and that group of capitalists whose 
spokesman he has lately become, should refrain from 
discriminatory and boycott activities against Jewish 
workers, in general, and organized Jewish workers 
in particular. This would create new absorptive 
capacities for Jewish settlers on the land already in 
Jewish possession. 


Communists in Palestine 


HERE is no need to overestimate the influ- 
ence of the Communists in the present dis- 
turbances in Palestine. They are only one factor, 
and far from the most important, in the tension 
in the country. But the question at issue is not 
the degree of their effectiveness or the measure 
of their responsibilty. Be their direct blood-guilt 
large or small, the fact remains that they are sys- 
tematically engaged in instigating the ignorant 
Arab peasantry against the Jewish population. 
There is no point in dicussing or refuting the 
theoretical Communist objections to Zionism at 
the present moment. We are concerned now with 
the practice that the theory assumes. What are 
the actual tactics of the Communists in Palestine? 
What does their “revolutionary” activity consist 
of? 
To properly understand the manner in which 
they advance the cause of the proletariat, one 
must realize that their present attitude is not new. 


They are following a consistent party-line, which 
dictates that Arab murders of innocent Jews are 
to be glorified as “revolution” —which is to be en- 
couraged in so far as provocative proclamations 
and appeals are able to do so. The Communist 
reaction to the Arab riots of 1929 outraged the 
Jewish world. The ruthless and irresponsible 
fanaticism of their position has not deviated one 
inch since then. If anything, the Communists 
have become more firmly entrenched in their de- 
termination to propagandize the Arabs against 
the Jews regardless of the consequences of such 
propaganda. For a complete picture of their 
activities one must review the situation since 1929, 
when the “‘correct’”’ direction was apparently first 
announced, 

Since the outbreaks of 1929 — outbreaks in 
which helpless children and old men were slaugh- 
tered, the New York Communist newspaper, the 
Freiheit hailed the massacre as a “revolutionary 
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uprising’. It is interesting to note that the Frei- 
heit did not see so clearly and so correctly at once. 
From August 20 to August 28 it indicated natural 
sympathy for the Jewish victims. On August 26, 
it even praised the heroic resistance of the Jews 
to attack. ‘When a pogrom breaks out there is 
no other choice’; those were the words of the 
Freiheit. On August 28, the “pogrom” became 
a “revolutionary uprising”. On August 29, the 
Freiheit made a clean breast of its change of heart 
in the following terms: ‘During the first few 
days, the Freiheit failed to perceive the national- 
revolutionary character of the uprising—that was 
an error. It pointed to the Jewish self-defense 
as a progressive necessity—that was an error.” 
On August 31, the nature of the apocalypse vouch- 
safed the editors of the Freiheit, was revealed. 
They had gotten the party-line. They published 
a resolution of the political bureau of the Com- 
munist party which explained that the first view- 
point expressed by the paper was “‘a counter-revo- 
lutionary viewpoint characteristic of social demo- 
crats and the bourgeoisie.” And so, purified by 
the right doctrine, the murderers of the children 
of Hebron became “revolutionaries.” 


That same year—1929—the West European 
Bureau of the Executive committee of the Com- 
munist International issued a circular entitled 
“The significance of the events in Palestine.” 
The circular contains the sentence ‘It is the duty 
of all our parties to fight against Jewish immigra- 
tion into Palestine.” 


Fighting against Jewish immigration has, of 
course, become the special task of the Jewish 
Communists in Palestine. And instigating the 
ignorant Arab population against the Jewish set- 
tlers has become their “revolutionary activity”. 
One of the strangest unions in history is that of 
the Communists and the feudal Mufti national- 
ists. The United Front in Palestine means not 
a united front with the Jewish Socialist workers 
but with the blackest reactionary elements of the 
Arab nationalists — the Pan-Islam — Pan-Arab- 
groups. Why the imperialism of Pan-Islam or 
Pan-Arabistan slides so easily down the Commun- 
ist palate is another mystery of their revolutionary 
zeal. 


In practice, Communist activity in Palestine 
means creating a pogrom-psychology against the 
peaceful Jewish population — hand-in-hand with 
the terrorist band, the Arab feudal reactionaries. 


The text of the proclamation they issued in 
November is worth quoting, even though it has 
already appeared: “You have seen the shame- 
fulness of Zionist occupation. They (the Zion- 
ists) have succeeded in seizing the largest part of 
your community land. They were not satisfied 
with the establishment of their national home with 
the support of British imperialism and a large 
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number of illegal Zionist immigrants. They be- 
gan to strengthen it with ammunition, with large 
quantities of weapons aimed solely at Arab hearts 
to exterminate them completely.” 

The proclamation goes on to remind the Arabs 
“that the government armed the Jews several 
times. It provided them with ammunition and 
instructors in the years 1920, 1929 and 1933, 
under the pretext of self-defense.” 

The second part of the proclamation is an emo- 
tional appeal pointing to two paths before the 
Arab nation: a life of cowards or a death of 
honor. “He who chooses the second path must 
fight the way your fathers and forefathers fought, 
shedding their blood for their fatherland. Now 
you have the opportunity—the day of the Arab 
strike, which should assume a mass character and 
be spent in revolutionary demonstration instead 
of in sleeping in houses or cafes.” 

“Don’t stop the strike unless the government 
stops Jewish immigration and the purchase of 
land—unless they disarm the Jews and arm the 
Arabs.” 

“Fight for searches in Tel Aviv and the Jewish 
colonies, for confiscation of ammunition whether 
secret or openly kept; for the appointment of 
committees to guard and inspect the borders and 
customs houses and for the permission to arm 
the Arab masses.”’ Propaganda so unscrupulous 
in tone, hardly requires comment! Even the New 
York Freiheit was outraged by the brazen, provo- 
cative tone of this document. It promptly char- 
acterized the text as a clumsy forgery. 

Unfortunately for the Freiheit however, the 
Palestine Communists admitted authorship. How- 
ever, they cabled that it was an “error of judg- 
ment.” How did they rectify this error of judg- 
ment? The original proclamation was published 
in Arabic. They published a new one in Hebrew 
in which they substituted the word Zionists for 
Jews. Since, the Palestine Arabs are Hebrew 
scholars, and so few Jews in Palestine are Zion- 
ists, the effect of the correction may be gauged. 

One must remember that the Communists are 
not instigating Marxian scholars. Phrases like 
the ‘‘class-struggle” mean very little to the illiter- 
ate fellah, the Arab peasant. But he does under- 
stand phrases like the “Zionists have succeeded ir 
seizing the largest part of your community land’ 
or words such as “don’t stop the strike unless ther 
disarm the Jews and arm the Arabs.” 

We have a‘‘strike” in Palestine today. We 
have murder in Palestine today. We have the 
burning of forests and fields. We have the shoot- 
ing down of helpless men. The Communists alone 
are not responsible, but they have helped. And 
they are continuing to help. 

In the midst of the present murder and wanton 
destruction, have they remembered their “error 
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of judgment”? How have they made amends? 
They have issued another proclamation which ap- 
peals to Arabs and Jewish youth to fight Jewish 
immigration and British imperialism in the ap- 
proved Communist phraseology. It also makes 
another appeal. “It (the Communist Party) 
appeals at the same time to the Jewish youth urg- 
ing it to abandon its participation in the bloody 
Zionist attack and not to support the army and 
the police in their suppression of activities against 
the revolting Arab masses.”’ 

“The bloody Zionist attack” and the “revolting 
Arab masses’! Who dares visualize the effect 
of such a phrase on an ignorant “revolting” Arab 
peasant, whose “revolt” is inflamed by such revo- 
lutionary forces as the Grand Mufti clericals, the 
fascists and the Hitler emissaries? 

The heroic restraint of the Jewish community 
despite Arab terrorism becomes a “bloody Zion- 
ist attack.” Nor is this nomenclature the special- 
ty of the Palestinian Communists. 
editor of the Freiheit, has occasion to comment 
on an article on Palestine by Alter Brody which 
appeared in the New Masses. It seems, accord- 
ing to Mr. Olgin, that though Mr. Brody gave 
a “correct formulation” of British imperialism, 
he had an “erroneous explanation” of the imme- 
diate causes of the Arab clashes. Mr. Olgin has 
the right explanation: It is “the Zionist policy of 
conquest.”’ (May 16) 

The same Freiheit (May 12) reported the 
burning of fields in the Emek as follows: “In the 
Emek, members of the Kvutzahs looked on from 
the distance as their harvest burned and made no 
attempt to extinguish the fire. They feared an 
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armed attack on the Kvutzahs because the Arabs 
bear a special hatred to this region where they 
were driven off the soil.” 

Even in a supposedly objective piece of report- 
ing the animus of the paper is revealed. The re- 
porter cannot withstand the temptation of putting 
in that bit of fiction about “this region where they 
were driven off the soil.” Is there any one who 
pretends to information about Palestine who does 
not know that the Emek is, of all places, the most 
extraordinary example of reclamation in Palestine 
—reclamation which made room and opportunity 
to live, where no one, neither Jew nor Arab could 
live before? 

But what are considerations of truth when the 
party-line is at stake? " 

The unholy alliance of the Palestine Commun- 
ists with Arab terrorists and fascists is a stigma 
which the Communist movement should seek to 
wipe out, instead of white-washing with further 
“doctrine.” To the honor of the French Com- 
munists be it said, that they protested against 
Communist incitement in Palestine. Apparently 
there are some Communists who feel a closer kin- 
ship with the peaceful Jewish worker settling in 
cooperative farms than with the reactionary 
forces behind the present attacks. In the mean- 
time, the “pogrom” talents displayed in such abun- 
dance by the Jewish Communists is creating a gap 
in the proposed United Front which becomes in- 
creasingly difficult to bridge. One cannot forget 
that when a Jew, escaped from Poland or Ger- 
many, is shot down by an Arab murderer, the fire 
behind that shot may have been fed by a Commu- 
nist proclamation. 


Léon Blum Salutes the Histadrut 


The leader of the French Socialist Party, Léon 
Blum, is an old friend of Zionism. Though occupied 
with extraordinary events on the present French and 
international political scene, after the great victory of 
the Front Populaire, and on the eve of the form- 
ation of a new French government under Socialist 
leadership, Léon Blum sends his greetings on the 15th 
anniversary of the Histadrut. 


Dear Comrades, 

I am happy to salute your work for Jewish la- 
bor in Palestine on the occasion of the 15th anni- 
versary of the Histadrut, the Federation of Jew- 
ish Workers in Palestine. 

Every Socialist must admire the Jewish work- 
ers’ organization in Eretz Israel. 

In how many fields has not the Histadrut dis- 
played its extraordinary activity! It seems that 
there is no field absent. 


In the first place, in its organization of work- 
ers: 


in the course of 15 years, the membership 





has risen from less than 5000 to approximately 
90,000 and soon it will probably celebrate the 
100,000 mark. This is a proud record. Of yet 
greater importance are its various institutions: 
the rural and urban economies, the cultural insti- 
tutions, the youth work, sports, and so forth. Not 
many organizations can boast such activity. And 
what a feeling of international solidarity! The 
Austrian occurrences have amply shown it in a 
particularly emphatic way. The membership of 
the Histadrut displayed an overwhelming enthu- 
siasm in the aid extended to the fighters against 
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Austrian fascism. 


_ In Arab-Jewish relations the responsibilty de- 
volving on Jewish labor is tremendous. The pres- 
ent sad events have shown how well the Histadrut 
understands its mission. For it is altogether likely 
that in some places Arabs have not allowed them- 
selves to be influenced by reactionary and feudal 
incitements and have shown humanity to Jews, 
thanks to the work of the Histadrut. This is 
certainly an indication that the development of 
the Yishuv in Palestine has also brought benefits 
to the Arab laboring masses; but without the 
work of the Histadrut it would have been more 


Culture and the U. 


T MUST be plainly said that the treatment ot 
the Jewish problem in the Soviet Union pre- 
sents an anomaly within the otherwise felicitous 
solution of the problems of other nationalities. 
In part, this has nothing to do with the Soviet 
Government but springs from the unfortunate 
situation of the Jewish people, which is abnormal 


everywhere, and which cannot be normalized by . 


purely economic means, even if these expressed 
the best will of the government. 


It concerns itself above all with the question 
of that “cultural inheritance’? which the Soviet 
Union encourages so generously for all its con- 
stituent nationalities. 

During my trip to the Soviet Union, I saw 
many theatrical performances of the highest ar- 
tistic rank, and never at one of them did I see an 
empty seat despite the huge theatres. The 
people’s urge toward culture is tremendous. 

The same holds true of books. There is an 
immediate run on new editions. They are sold 
out in the twinkling of an eye; that is why I had 
such difficulty in getting a copy of my own novel, 
“Reubeni, Prince of the Jews” (“Car judejsky’’), 
which was published in Russian by the State pub- 
lishing house. And how much competition I had! 
The editions, too, are much larger than in the 
countries of so-called bourgeois culture. But 
while in capitalist states books and theatre-tickets 
wait a long time for purchasers, in fortunate Rus- 
sia even the large and greatly increased output is 
not enough to meet the demand. 

What is played in the theatres? Shakespeare, 
Ostrowski, Pushkin, Gogol, the operas of Tschai- 
kowsky. And, everywhere, not only the modern 
“tendency-literature”, as the parlor reds among 
us believe, but the classics, the cultural inheritance. 
“Literary Inheritance” is the name of the great- 
est Russian monthly magazine. Tradition is fos- 
tered, not uncritically, but with the greatest love 
and respect. The works of Dostoievsky, whose 
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difficult to weaken the demagogic incitement. The 
work of enlightenment by the Histadrut will un- 
doubtedly, and in a great measure, help to prevent 
such sad occurrences in the future. 


I wish you greater successes for the Jewish 
working class in Palestine. At the same time, I 
wish the Histadrut success in its great historic 
mission of rebuilding the Jewish National Home- 
land in Palestine on the basis of labor, interna- 
tional solidarity and peace with the Arab masses. 


With Socialist greetings, 
Léon Blum 
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ideology of Czarism, Christianity, and Panslav- 
ism is strictly opposed to the Soviet system, are 
not forbidden, but are read and circulated. Not 
uncritically, as I have already said, yet with honor 
for the master of Russian prose, the analyst of 
the Russian soul. In Tolstoi, two tendencies are 
distinguished: the revolutionary Tolstoi, who op- 
posed Czarism and the State Church, and the 
“‘defeatist’’ Tolstoi, whose principle, “Resist not 
evil” was recognized by Lenin as detrimental to 
every revolutionary movement. Nevertheless 
Lenin was a great admirer of the whole Tolstoi. 
And today the collected works of Tolstoi, includ- 
ing the diaries, are published not merely in an 
academic variorum edition, but also in popular 
editions which the library of the tiniest Kolhoz 
(agricultural collective) has on its shelves. From 
1917 up to the present time, more than twelve 
million volumes of Tolstoi’s works have been 


published ! 
F ONE transfers all this to the field of Jewish 


literature, one sees the anomaly immediately. 
The Russians cultivate their entire literary in- 
heritance, their entire tradition (though very crit- 
ically). The publication of Jewish books in the 
Soviet Union on the other hand, is limited to the 
Yiddish literature of the last three generations, 
back to Mendele Mocher Sforim, whose hundreth 
birthday was recently widely celebrated in the 
Soviet Union, both in Jewish and non-Jewish cir- 
cles. But the great tradition of the Bible, of the 
medieval philosophers, is not fostered by the 
Jews. Thereby tremendous ‘values springing from 
the organic relationship between these elements 
are lost. The fact that a few Biblical expressions 
have often been misunderstood in the class strug- 
gle and used in favor of the capitalists, ought not 
to diminish the significance of the Bible as a record 
of world history, as the monument of a nation, as 
the epitome of the purest lyricism (e.g., the “Song 
of Songs”), as an exhortation of the prophets to 
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To avoid unnecessary complica- 


social justice. 
tions, I will not here set forth how much higher 
significance I believe the Bible has for the Jewish 
people. I will only mention what the most fanat- 


ical Socialist must admit about the Bible, 
and also many ‘parts of the Talmud, the book of 
medieval and modern Hebrew philosophers. But 
for Jews in the Soviet Union even this minimum 
does not come under the heading of “‘literary in- 
heritance” which the state fosters for other 
peoples in the Soviet Union. Only for Jews is 
there this narrow limitation to a small sector of 
their vast literature — Russian, Ukrainian, Per- 
sian, and other literature is much more freely 
accepted. The official antipathy to the Hebrew 
language, as a language, too, does not accord with 
the encouragement given to other national inherit- 
ances in the Soviet Union. 

It may be briefly summed up thus: The works 
of Tolstoi are critically examined, but in toto 
they have passed the censorship, and a tremendous 
' propaganda for them has set in. How would it 
be for the Soviets to publish a critical edition of 
the Hebrew Bible, acclaiming it as an exception- 
ally valuable “literary inheritance” ? 


I WAS in Kiev, the center of Ukrainian culture, 

and heard the wonderful women’s chorus, the 
“Dumka”. Dressed in Ukrainian peasant ‘cos- 
tumes, they sang ancient Ukrainian folk-songs. 
A speaker added that in the time of the Czars, 
the fostering of Ukrainian folk-culture was pun- 
ishable by exile to Siberia. Today, this folk-cul- 
ture is officially furthered. Then the speaker cited 
Stalin’s maxim — ‘‘Nationalist in form, Socialist 
in content’. In accordance with this maxim,. the 
culture of the smallest, even: moribund national- 
ities, as well as those which had not even an al- 
phabet of their own'is encouraged. But the per- 
formance, to which the speaker gave the official 
party interpretation, went much farther than 
Stalin’s maxim. The folksongs that were sung 
had nothing “‘Socialist’’ in them; they were simply 
folk-songs. So with the ancient peasant-costumes. 
So the production of the Kiev State Opera, ‘“‘Zap- 
oroshec za Dunajem” (“The Cossack on the 
Other Side of the Donau’’) has no Socialist con- 
tent, but is a harmless musical piece, eighty years 
old, in which the national longing of the Cossacks 
for their home, and their old struggle against the 
Turks, has popular expression. 

Stalin’s definition is certainly bona fide, but in 
reality form and content merge in one another; 
they are logically not distinguishable. The sum 
of it all is: The folk-culture of all peoples in the 
Soviet Union is honored and encouraged. Only 
in the case of the Jews is Stalin’s maxim not ad- 
hered to precisely. This may probably be ascribed 
more to the Jewish precision of the leaders of 
Jewish culture, than to the desires of the non- 
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Jewish Government departments. 


DO not regard all that is happening on the 

Jewish question in the Soviet Union as defin- 
itive. And that is a great comfort. The deter- 
mining factors in the Soviets, above all Stalin 
himself, and Litvinov, have already demonstrated 
that they have mastered the highest art of life, as 
of politics: not to become benumbed with prin- 
ciples, but to encounter every new situation with 
new methods. In the Soviet Union everything 
is in flux, in progressive development. There is 
no dogmatic attachment to principle, but a healthy 
desire for reality. For this reason I hope that the 
adjustment of the Jewish question is not com- 
pleted. All the recognition of modern Yiddish cul- 
ture, its books, its schools, its autonomy, which 
the Soviet Government manifests, can have value 
only if the connection with the source of our an- 
cient culture is kept open, as is the case with other 
Soviet nationalities. The principle must be: “Be 
critical toward ancient folk-culture, but do not pro- 
hibit it.” 

If one is no longer opposed to the ancient He- 
braic folk-culture, then one cannot understand why 
Litvinov and Eden can sit together at one table, 
while the Zionists are still isolated in Soviet pri- 
sons as helpers of “British imperialism”. It ap- 
pears that the contradictions in the Jewish sphere 
are harder to bridge than those between Moscow 
and Geneva. The realistic statesmen of the Great 
Powers have long since made peace; Russia has 
entered into the system of collective European 
security in order to build a united front against 
Even so did the Communist and the 
Socialist parties unite in France, in Spain, to make 
a “People’s Front”. The ‘Left’ writers, Social- 
ist and non-Socialist, united in Paris at the anti- 
Fascist Writers’ Congress. Only we Jews, the 
unhappiest people in the world, cannot effect a 
purposeful, working between the left, Socialistic 
sector of Zionism, and the Jewish sector of the 
Communist Party in the Soviet Union. 





JUNE 7th—J.N.F. FLOWER DAY—NATIONWIDE 
DEMONSTRATION OF AMERICAN JEWRY'S 
UNITED FRONT FOR PALESTINE 


Sunday, June 7th, will witness, on a nation-wide and un- 
precedented scale, the expression of American Jewry's 
united front for Palestine. 

This demonstration will come to pass as American Jews will 
"say it with flowers’ on the occasion of the 23rd Annual 
Palestine Flower Day of the Jewish National Fund when a 
corps of organized volunteers will offer to the broad masses 
of the Jewish people the J.N.F. forget-me-not as a means of 
participation in the drive to extend the Jewish-owned land 
area in Eretz Israel. 

100 Singers in Flower Day National Broadcast Program 
100 voices under the direction of A. W. Binder, Musical 
Director of the Free Synagogue, New York, will constitute 
the chorus that will bring to American homes an extensive 
and unprecedented program of Palestine's tunes and folk 
songs on the occasion of Flower Day. The broadcast will 


be haard from the Blue Network of the National Broadcast- 
ing Company from 8:30 to 9:00 A. M. Eastern Daylight 
Saving Time. 
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ls Palestine Socialist ? 


HE discussions of the last Zionist Congress 

in Lucerne, left one with the impression that 
Palestine is now altogether controlled by the 
socialists, that essentially, Palestine is already a 
socialist state. “They have usurped for them- 
selves everything that was vital and alive in the 
country—the work, social legislation—and now 
they are striding forward rapidly toward the un- 
hindered control of the national banks”’, exclaimed 
a right-wing speaker, pointing an accusing finger 
at the socialist delegates to the Congress. “‘Every- 
thing worthy of consideration identifies itself with 
the Histadrut. You have the majorities every- 
where!” And he concluded his speech with an 
emphatic appeal to the Congress: “Deliver us 
from the new bondage which the Histadrut has 
set upon us.” Just how much truth is there in 
these words? Actually, socialist influence in Pal- 
estine is unusually strong. One meets socialist 
institutions everywhere. Nearly all the bus lines 
of Tel Aviv, Haifa and Jerusalem are operated 
by socialist workers’ cooperatives. They also 
serve most of the inter-city land-transportation. 
The socialist building-trade guilds erect numerous 
houses. The beautiful modern amphitheatre on 
Haifa’s “main street’’ belongs to the Histadrut. 
Nearby, to the left, there is a modern building, 
housing a magnificent restaurant, spacious meeting 
hall and library, all of which is the property of 
the Histadrut. Flanking its right is the sick-in- 
surance building, also belonging to the Histadrut. 
Near the Bay of Haifa a gigantic garden- 
settlement in construction will accommodate 
seven thousand families. It, too, is a project of 
the Histadrut. One comes across branches of the 
Workers’ Bank, and is immediately informed that 
it is the second largest Jewish bank in the country. 
The stores of ‘“Tnuva”’ offer for sale milk, butter, 
honey and eggs which were produced by socialist 
communes and cooperative farms. They are en- 
terprises of the Histadrut, the largest trading or- 
ganization of the country. 

The same is true of Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and 
the smaller cities. They are all honeycombed with 
workers’ clubs, cinemas and libraries, fine workers’ 
settlements and schools. 

In Palestine there is no public social insurance. 
The Histadrut has created social institutions that 
in European countries are the obligation of the 
state. It organized a sick-benefit fund and un- 
employment insurance, and also established hos- 
pitals, visiting medical ambulances and homes for 
convalescents. The Histadrut functions over all 
these, as an immense all-embracing cultural com- 
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munity of the Jewish nation. It possesses a varied 
press and numerous educational institutions. 

The most remarkable contribution of the His- 
tadrut, however, consists of the socialist-commu- 
nist farming settlements, the kvutzot. They 
impart the most characteristic features to the new 
Palestine; they are well-rounded, intensively self- 
sufficient communities. They are the real fulfill- 
ment of a socialist utopia. 

Yes, the Histadrut does personify all that is 
alive and vital in the country. More than 80 per 
cent of the industrial workers, office workers and 
farm laborers belong to the Histadrut trade 
unions. Two thirds of the Jewish population 
voted for socialist delegates to the last Congress. 
Thus the Histadrut has a specific influence in the 
Zionist Executive. It is the bearer of the Jewish 
renaissance. It is instrumental in releasing the 
creative powers of youth. 


It is therefore true that the Histadrut is the 
most powerful social, economic and cultural or- 
ganization of Palestine, and that the socialist in- 
fluence in this country is unusually strong. Fun- 
damentally, however, can one speak of socialist 
domination in Palestine? Does the Histadrut 
exercise its power dictatorially? 


The answer, of course, must be in the negative. 
The Histadrut does not indulge in despotic bene- 
volence. Its influence depends on the confidence 
of the Jewish people. Its powers are derived 
through democratic and not dictatorial practices. 
Rightfully, then, did Dr. Stephen Wise raise his 
voice in solemn protest against the accusers. “It 
is unfair’, he replied to the right-wing speakers 
at the Congress, “to dub ‘dictatorship’ the rule 
of the majority, legally established, and legally 
functioning only because it. carries out the policies 
of the people that comprise the movement.” 

Is it possible that Palestine may become a purely 
socialist State in the immediate future? 

This really seems idle speculation, yet it may 
help us once and for all to divorce ourselves from 
the bizzare and fantastic. The most decisive and 
most important step for any dictatorship in any 
country is the seizure and absolute control of the 
state apparatus. There can be no dictatorship 
otherwise. A dictatorship of the Jewish prole- 
tariat is therefore conceivable only when it will 
have attained the complete control of the govern- 
ment. 

It is enough to put the problem of dictatorship 
in its concrete, legal setting to realize that is is 
far from being achieved. One need only remem- 
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ber the very obvious fact that Palestine today, 
and for the near future, is not an independent Jew- 
ish state. Palestine is ruled by the British and 
not by the Jews. And it is a well-known fact 
that the British Government has so far had no 
bolshevist inclinations, nor is it likely to have any 
in the near future. How then, can any one speak 
of a workers’ dictatorship in Palestine? 

Even if Palestine should attain self-rule, the 
Jewish nation will not alone control the country. 
It will share its power with the Arabs. The Pal- 
estine of the future can never be other than a 
“two-race-state”’, a commonwealth in which the 
two nations will equally share in self-government. 
The Palestine of the future will either become a 
free land for both the Jews and Arabs—it will 
become the Switzerland of the Orient—or it may 
remain under British rule as at present. 

Should Palestine become a sovereign state, and 
the Jewish working class maintain its influence and 
thus ascend to power, it will still necessarily re- 
main only a part of the government, as it will be 
compelled to divide its power with the ruling class 
of the Arab people. A proletarian dictatorship 
is possible only in a free, sovereign Palestine, if 
and when, not only the majority of the Jews, but 
the majority of the Arabs are socialists. 

But it is well-known that ‘the Arab people 
today are still living in a semi-feudal social order. 
Their thought-patterns, their traditions, their 
methods of work, their religious conceptions have 
remained unchanged for centuries. Mass produc- 
tion and socialist ideology which simultaneously 
arrived with Jewish immigration will naturally 
affect the consciousness of the broad Arab masses. 
This however, is an infinitely slow process, with 
dangerous nationalistic interludes. Socialism 
among the Arabs as a definite, conscious, deliber- 
ate platform, is still a very remote possibility. It 
is clear therefore, that the present legal social 
status of Palestine is no problem at all. 

How about the economic position? Economic- 
ally, Palestine is a poor and backward country. 
It can only be developed through the uninter- 
rupted influx of foreign capital. “Socialism in 


one country” can be realized in Soviet Russia ' 


which is one of the richest regions in natural re- 
sources, covering one sixth of the earth’s surface. 
The immediate introduction of socialism in Pal- 
estine, would naturally dry up the influx of foreign 
capital. Since the country is too poor and too 
small to accumulate capital of itself, the whole 
economic developing process would come to a 
standstill. The land could not possibly feed its 
own growing population, let alone permit further 
immigration. 

Every consideration therefore, shows how ab- 
surd the idea of a workers’ dictatorship in Pales- 
tine really is. Yet, present tendencies indicate that 
the prevailing socialist influence must not only 
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assert itself but strengthen and entrench itself. 

What is the secret of the unusually powerful 
pressure exerted by the socialists in Palestine? 
One may readily look for the answer in the 
staunch, inviolable unity between the Jewish in- 
dustrial and farm workers. The peculiar, incom- 
parable developing conditions of the Jewish 
homeland in Palestine created social relationships 
between the city and village, the factory worker 
and farm laborer that have no counterpart any- 
where in Europe. 

In all European countries historical destinies 
have set up an impassable abyss between the work- 
ers and peasants. The peasant class has always 
been conservative in its political and social think- 
ing. It has always lagged bebind the turbulent, 
spiritual growth of the cities and always gone in 
direct, gruff antithesis, to the social and political 
interests of the working class. The peasantry 
has always been a drag in the social growth and 
development of the toiling masses and served as 
the reserve army of social and political reaction 
and fascism. 

The problem of mutual understanding between 
the working and peasant classes became of para- 
mount importance in the socialist movement. It 
remains for modern socialism to find a way to 
bridge the deep chasm between the industrial 
workers and tillers of the soil. Only when the 
workers and peasants have achieved a union of 
interests, can we hope for the eventual triumph 
of socialism. 


Altogether different is the social situation 
among the Jewish workers in Palestine. There 
we find no traditional antagonisms between the 
workers and farm laborers. Both have a com- 
mon social heritage, both have the same ideo- 
logical and emotional life-patterns. The same his- 
torical-social mores guide the behavior in the city 
and village, and serve to weld them together. It 
is the tradition which the early pioneers have es- 
tablished in Palestine. They were the turbulent 
restless revolutionaries and socialists of the up- 
rooted, capitulated Russian and Austrian dynas- 
ties. They rebelled against the old order and 
wished to realize in Palestine their national and 
social dreams and aspirations. Out of this spirit 
arose the kvutza and the Histadrut. 


Thus the pioneer spirit became the social tradi- 
tion of the country. The transformation of 
swamps, deserts and steppes into blooming gar- 
dens under the handicap of a blazing, scorching, 
tropical sun, required untold effort and unselfish 
devotion to the point of sacrifice. Individual at- 


tempts of the more well-to-do farmers were no 
match for this undertaking. From the very be- 
ginning, it was imperative that socialist-collective 
colonization be carried on side by side with capital- 
ist colonization. The socialist farmers’ communes 














16 


and the other socialist-collective projects in Pal- 
estine arose out of the peculiar needs that are 
characteristic of the country. And yet, perhaps 
also out of the messianic spirit which gave wings 
to the idealism of the pioneers. 


If the European village is dominated by ultra- 
conservative mores and traditions, the Jewish Pal- 
estinian village, on the contrary, breathes the air 
of a living socialist tradition. If the European 
village is fundamentally counter-revolutionary, 
the Jewish Palestinian village is revolutionary. 
If the industrial worker in Europe is the most 
socially-progressive element, in Palestine it is the 
farmer of the Palestinian kvutza who transposed 
the idea of socialism into fact. 


Naturally, in Palestine too, there occasionally 
arise economic discords between the workers and 
farmers. Even among industrial workers of dif- 
ferent categories there are necessarily certain 
economic clashes. But these differences are usually 
bridged through great, common, social and politi- 
cal interests and a common philosophy of life. 

Spiritual rather than economic differences cre- 
ated the rift between the workers and peasants in 
Europe. Historical destinies played their part 
in the estrangement between the European worker 
and farmer. 

These spiritual-historical-cultural variances do 
not exist in Palestine. Workers and farmers are 
in their social, political:and cultural thought-pat- 
terns harmoniously attuned. Both classes are 
united; both are engrossed in the socialist move- 
ment. Nothing can rend them asunder. The 
Jewish farm laborer in Palestine can never become 
the tool of social reaction. 


Perhaps the origin of this unified thinking and 
feeling may be traced to the deep-rooted social 
heritage of the Jewish spirit. Bialik has remarked 
that “The finest and most exalted features of 
socialism are a product of the Jewish spirit, the 
fruit of the all-embracing philosophy of life, of 
our prophets.” In our historical-spiritual per- 
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spective, we may discern a straight and even path, 
leading from Moses and the prophets, through 
Jesus and Spinoza to Marx. Christianity, human- 
itarianism and socialism drew their inspiration 
from the same inexhaustible main-spring, the abun- 
dant socially-impregnated ideas of the Jewish pro- 
phets. The religious element in Judaism may 
have become petrified into an empty shell, into 
form without content. But the social fundamen- 
tals of Judaism are very much alive among the 
finest strata of the nation. Weizmann came to the 
very same conclusion at the Congress: ‘Perhaps 
there seems to be something in Marxism which 
personifies the spiritual teachings of the Jewish 
prophets. And in the Histadrut I find the only 
harmonious synthesis of these teachings, which 
were realized not in empty space but on the un- 
grateful soil of Palestine. This reality gives the 
Palestine of today its true character, draws 
the attention upon itself of a world, thirsty and 
panting for something new and pure”’. 


Thus, spiritual heritage and traditions unite 
with natural conditions in the country to foster 
a fertile ground for the socialist development of 
Palestine. 


Naturally, Palestine cannot become a socialist 
commonwealth in the sense that Soviet Russia is. 
Yet, in the future, Palestine will not be a purely 
capitalistic state either. It will be a blending of 
capitalist and socialist elements in which the pre- 
vailing capitalist institutions of the country will 
become absorbed into such socialist undertakings 
as workers’ cooperatives, workers’ settlements and 
socialist-cultural organizations. The socialists will 
administrate the cities of the future Palestine. A 
powerful socialist movement will divert the flow 
of economic wealth into the common channels of 
society. The more powerfully Palestine develops 
industrially and agriculturally, the stronger and 
deeper the spiritual furrows will etch themselves 
on the Palestinian landscape. 


Jews of Czecho-Slovakia 


HE future of the Jewish people as a whole, 
and the relation between Eastern and West- 

ern European Jews in particular, is reflected with 
distinct, at times appalling clarity in the develop- 
ment of Czecho-Slovakian Jewry since the World 
War. Due to a decline in the birthrate as well 
as emigration, the number of Jews is_constantly 
diminishing in the Western part of the Republic, 
namely, in the provinces of Bohemia, Moravia 
and Silesia. In the Eastern half, especially in 
Slovakia and Carpathian Ruthenia, the Jewish 
communities are steadfastly growing and develop- 


® by Oskar Baum 


ing. There, of course, the Jews are ethnically 
and traditionally affilliated with their brothers in 
the nearby countries, Poland and Rumania. One 
meets little variation from the provincial ghetto; 
Jews huddling in solid compact masses, loyalty to 
traditional orthodoxy and the inevitable Yiddish. 
The marked contrast between the Jewish vitality 
to be found here and the ever feebler Jewry of 
Western European cities would be still more strik- 
ing, were it not for the constant infiltration of 
Jews from Eastern Europe to fill in the gaps in 
Western European Jewish communities. The 














JUNE 1936 


greater the affliction of the Jewish masses living 
among the impoverished peasants of Eastern 
Europe, the stronger and deeper they root them- 
selves in faith and traditions. They remain un- 
shaken and unruffled in the face of hunger and 
privation, living among the starving, unemployed 
lumberjacks, in the Carpathian forests. Con- 
versely, however, the greater the personal pros- 
perity, the higher the standard of living in a par- 
ticular region, as in the larger more civilized cities, 
the Jaxer becomes the Jew’s attitude toward his 
folk-nucleus, his national core. The following 
figures may serve as an illustration: 

According to the latest census,* there are now 
in Czecho-Slovakia 356,830 Jews out of a total 
population of about fifteen million. In Bohemia 
there are 76,301 Jews out of a total of five million 
people, while in the relatively small province of 
Carpathian Ruthenia, in the Eastern tip of the 
Republic, the Jewish population numbers 102,542 
out of 750,000. It is considered the most thickly 
Jewish populated country in Europe. Back in 
1890 there were still 94,529 Jews in Bohemia. 
While the rest of the population increased almost 
one third, the Jewish population diminished by 
nearly 15 per cent. The period between the last 
two censuses, 1921-1930, shows a further decline 
in the number of Jews in Bohemia, namely, 3,476 
persons, or 4.36 per cent. In Moravia, during the 
same period, the Jewish population shows a de- 
crease of 8.8 per cent or 4,056 persons. Even in 
Slovakia, where the Jewish population increased 
by 850, the ratio of Jews to the total population 
diminished .4 per cent. Also in the most vigorous 
province of our Jewry, Carpathian Ruthenia, 
where the fruitfulness of the population surpasses 
even that of Eastern Europe, the number of Jews 
increased by 9,534. Yet, the relation of the Jews 
to the total population dropped from 15.39 per 
cent to 14.12 per cent. Here, however, emigra- 
tion to Palestine and Western Europe must be 
taken into consideration. 

One can, already, actually speak of the gradual 
death of the Jews in Bohemia. Between 1921 
and 1930, there were 11,095 Jewish deaths and 
only 7,043 births. During this time, the annual 
death rate of the Jewish as well as Gentile popula- 
tion was 14 to the 1,000. The birth rate how- 
ever, was 20 to the 1,000 among the Gentiles, and 
only 9 to the 1,000 among the Jews. This loss 
was balanced by the increase of 31,000 Jews in 
Slovakia and Carpathian Ruthenia, so that the 
total Jewish population of the whole country 
shows a relatively small increase of about 2,800. 
(This, however, does not alter the shocking pre- 
ventable loss. ) 

Prague, city of Rabbi Low, one of the oldest 
Jewish communities in Central Europe, famous 


* Figures based on the statistics of Dr. Franz Friedman in 
Jidischer Almanach, year 5694. 
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as the center of Jewish learning for the past 
twelve centuries, shows the most astounding signs 


of this decline. In December, 1935, there were 
36 Jewish deaths as against 9 births. 

The following figures will perhaps best illus- 
trate the results of the moral laxity among the 
Bohemian Jews, and how dulled their instincts of 
self-preservation and national-consciousness have 
become. During the first year after the World 
War, ten out of one hundred Jewish young men 
married out of their faith. Six years later the 
ratio increased to 24 out of a hundred. As against 
500 Jewish marriages in 1927, there were 300 
mixed marriages. In 1929, we find in Prague 104 
out of 317 Jewish young men contracting mixed 
marriages. And so the movement progresses. On 
the other hand, we find among*the Carpatho-Ruth- 
enian Jews, only 7 Jewish mixed marriages out of 
678. The Eastern European Jew, as usual, comes 
to the rescue. 

The sanguinary pogroms from the early Middle 
Ages until the 18th Century, a thousand years of 
devastating warfare between State and Church, 
could not exterminate the handful of Jews in Cen- 
tral Europe. Assimilation, however, seems equal 
to this task. In view of the above facts and fig- 
ures, can anyone still have doubts as to the only 
possible way out of this alarming situation? 





CONTRIBUTORS 


LEON BLuM, Premier-designate of France, was born in 1872. 
His name has been associated with Zionism since after the 
World War. His first memorable appearance as a friend 
of Zionism was at the first session of the Jewish Agency 
in 1929. He was one of the sponsors in the making of 
the League for Labor Palestine. He is a member of the 
Pro-Palestine Committee of the Socialist International. Le 
Populaire has printed many of his papers on Palestine. 
Léon Blum, the Socialist and statesman, is also the author 
of such a repertory as Contre Apion of Flavtus Josephus, 
Stendahl et le Beylisme and Les Problémes de la Paix. 

Max Bron, poet, novelist, essayist and dramatist, lives in 
Prague and is the President of the Society of German 
Writers in Czecho-Slovakia. His last contribution to 
Jewish Frontier (November 1935) was a report on the 
International Congress of Writers for the Defense of Cul- 
ture to which this Zionist author was a delegate. 

ARNOLD ZWEIG, born in 1887, planned a career as philologist 
and literary historian and wrote some of the distinguished 
novels since the World War. He was a private in 
France, Hungary and Serbia; was stationed before Verdun 
for 13 months; and later served in the Press Department 
of Eastern headquarters at Bialystok, Kovno, gnd Wilno. 
Two products of war experience are The Case of Sergeant 
Grischa and Education Before Verdun. Since 1933 Arnold 
Zweig has been an emigré. Caliban oder Politik Leiden- 
schaft is an essay on anti-Semitism; De Vreindt Goes 

. Home, a novel laid in Palestine. Zweig lives and writes 
in Haifa. 

Jutius BRAUNTHAL a member of the former Social Demo- 
cratic Party of Austria has edited Das Kleine Blatt, Der 
Kampf and other publications. He has recently visited 
Palestine and is completing a volume on the country. 

THOMAS MANN lives in Switzerland. In the near future 
Jewish Frontier will print an unusual approach to Mann’s 
Joseph and his Brothers written by Maurice Samuel. 

OsKAR BAumM has formerly appeared with a short story. He 
lives in Prague and is known for his sensitive novels of 
the blind. 

MILTON STEINBERG is the author of the Making of the 
Modern Jew. 

IsAAC FRANCK is a student of philosophy and psychology. 
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Arab Nationalism 


WwHo ARE the Arab Nationalist leaders? 


With whom have the Communists allied 
themselves ? 

There are four Arab parties in Palestine all of 
which have formed a temporary coalition. ‘“Tem- 
porary” is used advisedly; too much envy and dis- 
sension exists between the various cliques naming 
themselves “parties”, to make any abiding union 
possible. The present solidarity of these several 
rival family obligarchies is based not so much on 
love of country, as on hatred of the new-comer; 
they are united by a lust for power and a fear of 
the forces which may give fresh momentum to the 
arrested history of their gifted race. The plat- 
form of these four parties have exactly the same 
social significance. The Nashashibi party speaks of 
national independence within the confines of Pal- 
estine and Transjordania under the rule of Emir 
Abdullah; the Mufti-clique, named sonorous- 
ly “The Party of the Palestinian People,” whispers 
of a larger Arab state which must include Syria. 
It dispenses with Emir Abdullah, because it has 
a more imposing, a “holier” candidate for the 
throne of the Arab empire. Only the blind can 
fail to perceive that the Halidi group is merely 
camouflage for a second Grand Mufti party. The 
youthful romantics of the Istiklal Party declaim 
about a kind of Mohammedan Holy Empire 
which must include Palestine, Syria, Irak, and the 
states of the Arab peninsula—in short, all coun- 
tries where Arab speech, or the clang of Arab 
swords is heard. Each one of these parties has 
its ambitions, its calculations and its connections 
with the Arab, as well as the still greater Mo- 
hammedan world, outside of Palestine. But not 
one of them has as yet formulated a social pro- 
gram for the politically oppressed, economically 
backward Arab masses. All four parties make 
their appeal to religious fanaticism, to chauvinist 
passion, or to both. Neither the Youth League 
nor the Storm-troopers recently organized by the 
Grand Mufti in enthusiastic imitation of Nazi 
style, have found it necessary to indulge in even 
such demagogic promises as Hitler made to cap- 
ture the disorganized and desperate German mas- 
ses. They all prate of “democracy” and of an 
independent “democratic government” — persua- 
sive slogans not without efféct on well-meaning but 
uninformed groups in America and Europe. 


No one shouts more vociferously for a ‘‘demo- 
cratic government” than the high priest of the 
Mohammedan faith in Palestine (as he would like 
to believe, the yet uncrowned Pope of world-Is- 
lam)—the Grand Mufti himself. But the Jeru- 
salem gentleman familiar to us as Hadsh Amin Al 
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Husseini is not. an unknown figure in the political 
life of the country. Herbert Samuel’s short-sight- 
ed opportunism permitted him to seat himself on 
the Moslem cardinal’s chair as early as 1922. 
Since then we have had occasion to observe the 
precise type of democracy that the “national liber- 
ator” practices. The Mohammedan church in 
Palestine is not a private organization as is the 
church in France or the United States. The High- 
est Mohammedan Council, headed by Al Husseini 
all these years, is an official body with prescribed 
secular functions. It administers substantial pub- 
lic funds and large estates. The Council owns 
considerable acres of land in towns and villages; 
it controls religious, educational and charitable in- 
stitutions. All civil activities of the Moslem pop- 
ulation (such as registration of births and deaths, 
marriages, divorces, wills, etc.) are in its jurisdic- 
tion. It appoints and dismisses the employees of 
the Moslem religious courts, which are paid by the 
government. As head of the Highest Council, 
the Grand Mufti handles thousands of pounds an- 
nually—state-moneys, church moneys, the capital 
of philanthropic institutions, alms from foreign 
countries, and contributions from rich Moslems in 
India. The Highest Moslem Council is a power- 
ful economic and political’ machine which affects 
the interests of every Moslem in Palestine. What 
kind of democracy has the Mufti introduced into 
this organization where he is neither hampered by 
the Mandate nor “oppressed” by Zionism? The 
constitution of the church demands that elections 
be held and that financial reports be published. 
Within the framework of its own organization, 
the Mufti party had ample opportunity to demon- 
strate its ability to function democratically. The 
term of the present Highest Council ended in 
1925. That year the government ordered church- 
elections, which were held under the supervision 
of the Grand Mufti. However, they were accom- 
panied by such “gross irregularities’”—to use the 
word of the Prosecuting Attorney—that the su- 
preme court of the country had to annul them. 
Despite this decision the Mufti and his clique man- 
oeuvered with such skill that all the members of 
the Council retained their posts, and the Mufti 
is still entrenched, though no elections have been 
held for eleven years. Hundreds of officials are 
his political servants because their salary depends 
on the good will of Mohammed’s descendant, nor 
is the end of his rule in sight. Hundreds of 
thousands of pounds passed through his hands in 
the course of these years (money was even col- 
lected in Egypt and India for an Arab University 
in Jerusalem) but no hint of an accounting has 
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been given. From this sty of corruption, besides 
which our Tammany Hall is a holy of holies, there 
now issues a demand for “democratic”? govern- 
ment and self-determination. The other parties 
are no better. When the Nashashibi clique quar- 
rels with the Mufti and clamors about “violation 
of the national will” in the church and its institu- 
tions, everybody knows that the question at issue 
is a struggle for political power. The Nashashibi 
brand of democracy has been thoroughly tested 
during the years that he was Mayor of Jerusalem. 

Such are the leaders who conduct the Arab gen- 
eral strike, the campaign of violence, arson and 
murder against the Jewish settlers, and the fight 
for “democracy” and “national liberation.” 


Characteristically enough, the Arab agitators 
no longer make the accusation, heard between 
1921 and 1929, that Jews are depriving the Arab 
masses of their means of subsistence. Their slo- 
gans are now purely political: Jews are trying to 
become a majority; Jews will deprive the country 
of its Arab character; Jews want to establish a 
Jewish state in which the Arabs will be an oppres- 
sed minority; Jews are the enemies of Islam and 
of Christianity; some of them are dangerously 
capitalistic, others, no less dangerously bolshevist- 
ic. The charges about economic oppression and 
Arab “displacement” are raised less by Arabs than 
by Arab sympathizers, particularly Jewish Com- 
munists, who make a hue and cry about tens of 
thousands of Arabs driven off the land by Jews. 
A member of the Labor Party had occasion to 
express himself on this subject recently in the 
House of Commons: ‘‘There may have been tens 
of thousands of Arabs whose land Jews took, but 
when we began to count them, practically all van- 
ished. The total number that could be discovered 
was between 500 and 600.”” Assuming that there 
are actually 600 Arabs with justifiable grievances, 
to what interpretation does this figure lend itself? 
At the very worst, we may grant that 600 Arab 
individuals suffered from Jewish colonization. 
But in what sense have they suffered? One would 
have to prove that their economic status was 
worse than before Jews purchased the land on 
which they were tenants. If these 600 Arabs have 
become wage earners in private or government 
enterprises in Haifa or Jerusalem, their economic 
status is probably better than when they were 
“share-croppers” under Arab landlords. For 
this reason, the Arab press has begun to use an- 
other term to designate the losses of the “‘dis- 
possessed” fellah: dignity. It is unimportant, claim 
the Arab journalists, whether the former peasant 
earns less or more than formerly; what matters 
is his loss of social dignity, of independence 
because he has become a proletarian. Anybody 
can judge the social ‘“‘dignity” enjoyed by the fel- 
lah on rented land, for which he gives the land- 
owners one-third of his crop, and pays him from 
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25% to 40% interest on the money he must bor- 
row. The notion of a relationship between human 
dignity and property, or merely rented property, 


is medieval and reactionary. Millions of men in 
the lands of western civilization have lost this 
“dignity” without regret. Their proletarization 
has given them a higher standard of living, and 
by that fact alone, a more dignified human status. 


A few weeks ago, another Arab professional 
group complained of their unhappy plight. Forty 
camel drivers gathered in Tulkarem and petitioned 
the government to intervene. Camel transporta- 
tion cannot stand the competition of devilish inven- 
tions like the railroad and the automobile. As a 
result, the camel-drivers are losing their independ- 
ence and their “dignity.” No doubt pathos attach- 
es to individual cases where a*“‘proprietor’”’ must 
part with his movable desert-property and become 
a railroad employee or a chauffeur. But we can- 
not arrest the development and industrialization 
of the country because of Bedouin romanticism. 
The gypsy in Soviet Russia must now part with 
his Bohemian freedom and become a wage-earner. 
Tragedies such as these are unavoidable in every 
feudal country which begins to develop economic- 
ally. No one is to blame if it is the fate of the 
Jews to be the pioneers in this social economic 
transformation. There would be real cause for 
complaint if these Arabs or the 600 mentioned. 
previously had been thrown out of the economic 
system and could find no gainful occupation. 


Simple arithmetic disposes of the charges of 
economic injury to Arabs through Jewish immigra- 
tion. Within the last fifteen years, the Jewish 
population in Palestine increased by 300,000. The 
land of 600 poor Arabs could not create a means 
of livelihood for such a number with a much 
higher standard of living. One does not have to 
be an economist to realize the full absurdity of 
such an accusation and to understand the construc- 
tive role of Jewish immigration, if in the past 
fifteen years 300,000 Jews and from 60,000 to 
80,000 non-Palestinian Arabs could enter the 
country without creating permanent unemploy- 
ment. 


The problem resolves itself in this: Is Palestine 
already populated to its full capacity, over-popu- 
lated or under-populated? Is there room for mass 
immigration, or must each newcomer build his 
fortune on the native’s misfortune? Without tak- 
ing into account Transjordania, the thinly popu- 
lated, most fertile section of western Palestine, we 
know that only 25% to 28% of the surface of Pal- 
estine is being cultivated. Some government experts 
have announced that over half of the remaining 
area is not cultivable, but the calculations of these 
experts were made on the assumption that agricul- 
ture in Palestine must always be extensive. They 
failed to take into account irrigation, drainage, 
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and various technological advances. The Jewish 
settler drains swamps and digs for water. Such 
places, arid for centuries, as Karkur, Nahalal, 
Tel-Adashim, Balfourial, Bartubiah, have yielded 
hidden treasures of water to the modern equip- 
ment of the Jew. 

The advanced methods of agriculture intro- 
duced by Jews make the country larger as well as 
richer. The following statistics are instructive: 
A dunam of land cultivated by Arabs in their usual 
fashion brings in 48 kilo of wheat; a dunam in 
a Jewish Moshav ovdim yields 85 kilo; a dunam 
in a kvutza produces from 115 kilo up; in Da- 
ganiah B it gives 165 kilo (In Soviet Russia the 
yield for the same area is 66 kilo). This means 
that Jewish immigration increases the economic 
capacity of the country. Palestine is actually 
roomier with Jews than it was without Jews. It 
also means that the Arab peasant is gradually be- 
ginning to learn more progressive and profitable 
methods of cultivating his land. 

The chief problem of the fellah is not how to 
acquire more land, but how to cultivate a smaller 
area intensively. For this he needs a larger 
aniount of initial capital and easier credit. Land, 
in itself, does not solve his difficulties. For in- 
stance, forty years ago Baron Rothschild’s repre- 
sentative purchased 120,000 dunam of fertile 
land in Hauran (Syria) for Jewish colonization. 
For a variety of reasons—opposition first of the 
Turkish, thenof the French government, Jewish 
settlement did not take place there. The land was 
rented out for a pittance to some 1100 Arabs who 
have been living there for years. Per capita each 
Arab has approximately 120 dunam of fertile soil 
in a temperate, salubrious climate. (Josephus, 
long ago, described the charms of this region). 
No workers’ colony in Palestine has so much land 
per capita. However, the methods of agriculture 
employed are so primitive that the Arabs live 
wretchedly. Within the last three years 40% of 
the able-bodied population emigrated from Sa- 
cham Djulan, the largest village of the region. 
They went to Palestine, the “roomless” land of 
“Zionist exploitation”, where they entered the em- 
ploy of Jews and rich Arabs. 

This fact alone demonstrates how absurd and 
fabricated is the charge that Palestine has no 
room for further colonization, and that every Jew- 
ish immigrant takes bread from an Arab’s mouth. 
And how ludicrous is the second charge brought 
forth by unbidden Arab champions that Jews dis- 
place Arab laborers. How can Jews take some- 
thing that Arabs did not have? When Jews work 
in industry, it is in industries that they have them- 
selves created; when they work in agriculture, it 
is on land that was not cultivated before Jewish 
colonization. Furthermore, a cheaper worker may 
displace a dearer worker, never the reverse. Pos- 
sibly Italians and Slavs could drive out Jews in the 
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Jewish New York garment industry. Two years 
ago we saw workers from Alabama and Tennessee 
displacing the more expensive workers of the Mid- 
dle West in the automobile industry in Detroit. 
But how can organized Jewish workers compete 
with oriental ones? One can understand, if not 
sympathize, with the complaints of Antwerp labor 
unions against Polish immigrants, or of French 
workers against Spanish and Italian newcomers. 
Unorganized immigrants with a lower standard of 
living can become a menance to the local workers. 
But how can European Jews compete with Arabs 
on the Arab labor market? One has merely to 
put the question, to perceive its absurdity. 

It is clear to every impartial observer that econ- 
omically and socially, Jewish colonization has been 
advantageous to the Arab. Even when the area 
of a given Arab holding decreases through sale 
of land to Jews, the productive capacity of the 
remainder becomes greater because the capital re- 
ceived makes improvements possible and because 
the Arab has begun to adopt agricultural methods 
introduced by Jews. Wherever a considerable 
number of Jewish workers has settled, the stand- 
ard of life of the Arab workers has risen. An 
atmosphere has been created which makes their 
emergence as an organized and militant class 
possible. 

Peaceful Jewish colonization is the Industrial 
Revolution of Palestine; the Jewish cooperatives 
and communes are the cells of a new socialist econ- 
omy. They will revolutionize Palestine, and pos- 
sibly the adjoining countries, more profoundly and 
with more far-reaching results for the awakening 
New East than the incendiary appeals and revo- 
lutionary phraseology of adventurers and political 
wind-bags. The present Arab chauvinist leaders 
seek to head off and destroy this revolution. Those 
who abet them; those who encourage fanatical 
mobs to burn fields and uproot trees in Jewish 
communal farms may vow faith to the social revo- 
lution all they please. Actually they have hitched 
their wagon to the Grand Mufti’s counter-revo- 
lution. 
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Chaim Arlosoroff 


On June 16, 1933, Chaim Arlosoroff was shot 
by unknown murderers as he was walking on the 
beach of Tel Aviv. At the time of his death he 
was the head of the political department of the 
Jewish Agency where he represented the Palestine 
Labor Party. 


SG OCIALIST reconstruction” — even before 

the world war — was the condition on which 
a considerable group of European Jews support- 
ed the Zionist upbuilding of Palestine. A religi- 
ous Socialism which we traced to the Bible as well 
as to Proudhon inspired our hope that the use of 
force would be avoided in Palestine and that the 
crude methods of mass-suggestion would there be 
replaced by an appeal to individual conscience. 
We did not believe that the regeneration of man 
and society centered merely in economic change. 
We believed that a just economic order would 
evolve spontaneously and inevitably as a result of 
a change of heart on the part of the individual and 
a consequent change of his way of life. 

We were convinced that the love of work and 
of the soil would eliminate greed and bring about 
the regeneration of the Jewish people, make the 
class-struggle superfluous and replace the Marxian 
conception of history. All this was to take effect 
in an empty country—in Palestine; the people and 
the land were to be reconstructed simultaneously 
—with spiritual means, a new society was to be 
created through the establishment of a new and 
just type of community, and the Hebrew language 
was to become the medium of a new national and 
Socialist culture. 

We were all young and the experiences and 
lessons of the war were still in store for us. The 
“Geist” (spirit) had not yet discarded its mask. 
We who grew up in Germany and Austria-Hun- 
gary did not go through the school which Russia 
had passed in the course of three generations. 
We could not be attracted by the unadventurous 
and trifling course of social-democracy in these 
countries. German reformism stood between us 
and the intellectual edifice of the powerful mas- 
ters of a Socialist world-view, Marx and Engels, 
without the knowledge of which no one has the 
right to social criticism. We dared to criticize. 
There are many reason to explain our audacity but 
since all this is long past we need not review this 
chapter in our history either critically or apologetic- 
ally. The idealist élan of the Czech, Polish and 
Irish movements for national liberation colored the 
Jewish renaissance for us, the term we gave to 
that complex of Zionist ideas and aspirations, the 
goal of which was the “normalization” of the 
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anomalous position of the Jewish people and the 
“return of a people without a country to a country 
without a people.” We proclaimed the slogan 
“Back to Judaism’’—a Judaism which we knew 
only through an ideal image which we had our- 
selves constructed. ‘‘Forward to a new society” 
—as we had dreamt. This was the atmosphere in 
which a young Jewish intellectual lived in the years 
preceding the world-war. Men like A. D. Gor- 
don, Gustav Landauer and Martin Buber were 
the guiding stars, whose direction we followed. 
Out of this fermentation emerged Zionist youth 
groups like the Hapoel Hatzair, Volksheim in 
Berlin and Vienna and various groups and parties 
in Poland, Galicia and Rumania. From these cir- 
cles, one should remember, arose the agricultural 
communes in Emek and Galilee: These circles 
were Chaim Arlosoroff’s spiritual home. 


I met him immediately following the world war 
in one of these groups, where the realization of 
Zionism was passionately discussed by German 
Jews who, shaken by the breakdown of imperial 
Germany, were getting their first acquaintance 
with Zionism in the making. He made the impres- 
sion of being taller than he really was, slim, with 
long arms and a prominent chin. His thinness 
accentuated a fanatical, almost ascetic side in him, 
which became more obvious as he reiterated his 
constant “study Hebrew!” to his audience. His 
own road to Zionist realization was perfectly clear 
in his mind insofar as “realization” had any 
meaning in that over passionate and over-spiritual- 
ized period. It was the synthesis of Socialism 
and Zionism, of Jewish reconstruction and social- 
ist conviction, which promised to inaugurate a new 
period. Arlosoroff was still young; he received 
his schooling in Germany, but he remained a Rus- 
sian and a full-blooded Jew. His passion, the 
élan which spurred him, attracted a large follow- 
ing of young men and women, and he was recog- 
nized as an important leader of socialist Zionism, 
although that movement was then still split into 
many groups fighting each other bitterly. Arlo- 
soroff was a member of the Hapoel Hatzair, the 
most nationalist of these groups. It was largely 
due to his intellectual and organizing ability that 
the Hapoel Hazair became an important factor 
in German Zionism. We had no doubt that his 
stay in Berlin was merely a transition-stage, and 
that his potentialities would come to the fore fully 
only in Palestine, through direct contact with the 
land, for which he fought, in touch with the com- 
rades and the masses, whom he loved, to whose 
future he dedicated his energy and whose present 
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was his constant concern. Within Zionism he was 
the leader of the left wing. However, it may still 
be remembered that in those early post-war years, 
Zionism was a priori a movement of liberty-loving 
Jews. German Zionism, to cite one example, at 
that time gave considerable support to those 
reasonable demands, which made the Jewish labor 
movement the backbone of the upbuilding of Pal- 
estine. 


Our ties in the struggle in the Socialist wing of 
the Zionist movement were severed when as the 
result of the war I settled in South Germany and 
he left shortly afterwards for Palestine. After 
his departure I merely read about him. My lit- 
erary work and radical activities claimed me. 
We met again in 1932 when I saw Palestine for 
the first time, stirred and amazed. We had under- 
gone changes, but none of us had been transform- 
ed as much as Arlosoroff, or so much to his ad- 
vantage. He had filled out, had become more 
massive and more humorous. His contact with 
reality had done him much good, without in the 
least destroying his essential qualities; his talk 
inspired the old confidence, he had retained his 
Jewish and socialist convictions, their pristine pur- 
ity and the ability to speak to the masses and 
lead them, as well as the entire Zionist movement, 
step by step, to the achievement of aims within the 
possibilities of Palestine. After speaking to him 
for a quarter of an hour one knew that one was 
in the presence of a truly unusual phenomenon, of 
a young man who had grown in height as well as in 
breadth in the turmoil of politics and practical ac- 
tivity, without straying from the beautifully pure 
line of his youth. We are all familiar with the dan- 
gers threatening the young idealist in practical 
life. We know that he is faced with the alterna- 
tive: to lose his balance or be defeated, to remain 
immature and waste his strength or to capitulate 
before the cheap lure of “reality”. Chaim Arlo- 
soroff did more than hold out against this “real- 
ity”. He learned to laugh at the dangers, pitfalls 
and grotesque detours of reality—he learned to 
use them for his own purposes. He placed reality 
at the service of his ideals, of his good cause, and 
drew strength from his unconquerable devotion. 
When he constantly called us to study the Hebrew 
language, that demand seemed fantastic to us. 
But later it proved to be very realistic. He knew 
in advance what Palestine would require. With 
the same sense of reality he led the left wing in 
the Zionist movement and stood at its political 
helm. His fanaticism. had become straightfor- 
ward determination. But his mature sense of hu- 
mour and his understanding of all those factors, 
non-Jewish as well as Jewish which are shaping 
the destiny of Palestine, did not permit him, as a 
political leader, ever to leave the only terrain on 
which politics has significance and can survive—the 
terrain of the possible. The more one spoke to 
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him, the greater grew the joy in his serenity. 
Here a Jewish youth had at last emerged from 
the thin air of the debating society into the life 
of action. 


In all Palestine with its many politically ac- 
tive figures, I could not find one who embodied the 
promise of the future as did Arlosoroff. When 
I left the country, determined to return in a few 
years, I was filled with the joyous certainty that 
there was no reason for misgivings about the pro- 
gress of our Yishuv, as long as Arlosoroff was 
responsible for its political course. All of us suffer 
from a bad conscience: we feel that we must apol- 
ogize for our isolated existence at the desk, while 
the masses are suffering and fighting, that we have 
a right to devote ourselves to our art only as long 
as society does not demand our participation in the 
struggle with the spoken and written journalistic 
word, speaking directly to our contemporaries, 
warning and mobilizing. Only the presence of 
men such as Chaim Arlosoroff, men of our own 
age, give us the right to go on serenely with our 
own task as he with his. Now I realize that the 
thought which has been in my mind since his hor- 
rible death is creeping into my text: that there 
was only one Arlosoroff. Since the outbreak of the 
war against German Jewry, the Jewish people 
has suffered many heavy losses, but none was so 
irreplaceable as the loss of Chaim Arlosoroff. 
It was bad enough that Alsberg had shot himself 
or that Kurt Tucholsky had taken poison or that 
Theodore Lessing had been murdered across the 
German border and Erick Muehsam in a concentra- 
tion camp, that Jacob Wasserman died much too 
prematurely, that Einstein and a considerable 
number of scholars had been ousted from their 
academic positions, that many writers, artists 
and musicians, painters and architects had 
been forced to flee, that an intellectual youth 
had been driven out to carry on a miserable 
struggle for bread, and finally that proud German 
Jewry had been wrecked, morally and materially. 
But who will replace Chaim Arlosoroff? Who 
will resume his work on behalf of the Jewish 
people where he had left off? Who will inherit 
his presence of mind and his firm hand in handling 
trying political difficulties? His good humour in 


estimating that which the day brought in his way? 
Who will inherit his ability to avoid mistakes and 
hold fast to the correct line, uniting the possible 
with the unconditionally necessary ? We may over- 
look that we have all lost a lovable man. Our 
time does not seem to encourage public mourning 
for our lost friends. As in the war there have 
been too many victims. It is maddening that this 
tree has been destroyed, this tree which was so 
straight and broad, that was destined to give so 
much shade and refuge. 
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Presenting Eretz 


 i-~ situation in Palestine is very tense. It almost 

epproaches that of civil war. Murder, arson, violence 
are threatening the entire Yishuv (Jewish settlement). The 
first murderous attacks on Jews began in Jaffa on Sunday, 
April 19. Since then, notwithstanding Government an- 
nouncements that it had the situation in hand, attacks by 
Arabs on. Jews continued to break out sporadically in vari- 
ous parts of the country. On May 12, riots still flared in 
Jaffa where the disturbances originally started. For an 
entire month, rioting and sniping persisted intermittently, 
and stones, knives and rifles occasionally found their mark. 
In many parts of the country the Palestinian sky was lit 
up by Arab-made conflagrations: Jewish crops being burned, 
Jewish houses being set ablaze. Settlers on the land would 
wake up in the morning to find many of their trees up- 
rooted. Those very “Jewish” trees which have been safe- 
guarding the population—Arab as well as Jewish—against 
the menace of malaria! And the highways were littered 
with broken bottles and nails, scattered in an effort to dis- 
rupt traffic. Here and there home-made bombs were 
thrown. The aftermath of such havoc is vividly caught in 
authentic photographs published by Davar (Hebrew Labor 
daily) showing smoking ruins that once were the Jewish 
quarter of Jaffa and exhibiting grief-stricken throngs watch- 
ing the funeral corteges of the slain Jewish victims as their 
bodies were silently borne through the streets of Tel Aviv 
to a common grave. 

But in spite of the nervous tension caused by murder, in 
spite of the heartaches produced by outrageous vandalism, 
and in spite of studied provocations by Arabs, Revisionists, 
and Communists, no case of panic marred the self-control 
of the Yishuv. Although the Jews in Palestine are no 
mean force (they are 400,000 strong) and they might have 
retaliated, no Arab died by the hand of a Jew. The day 
after the first bloody slaughter in Jaffa, officially-attired 
Jewish orderlies patroled the streets of the adjacent all- 
Jewish city of Tel Aviv urging people not to foregather, 
not to commit irresponsible acts, and above all not to ven- 
ture into Jaffa. Moreover, they carefully escorted Arab 
pedestrians out of Tel Aviv toward the road for Jaffa. The 
task of these orderlies was not easy: anti-Arabic feeling 
ran high, hot-heads demanded “reprisals”. Yet the popula- 
tion carried out orders with self-restraint and discipline. 

In the days immediately following the bloody Sunday of 
April 19, a curfew was imposed on Tel Aviv. At night, 
the streets, cafes, and theatres grew dim and silent. But 
by day the streets became lievlier than ever. For in addi- 
tion to regular daily tasks, the municipality had to care for 
the wants of the numerous refugees who fled Jaffa. (A 
new and permanent quarter, it was announced on May 11, 
is to be constructed in Tel Aviv to accomodate these six 
thousand refugees). And no sky-rocketing of food-prices 
took place. Tnuva (the dairy and vegetable co-operative 
of the Histadrut) purposely refrained from making a 
normal, seasonal increase in the agg of eggs. Private 
storekeepers followed this example. Teachers expanded 
their classes for the admission of children who had been 
forced to evacuate their homes. And in front of the first- 
aid station, people queued up in response to a call to offer 
blood for transfusions. 

No hysteria surcharged Jewish circles primarily because 
the population clearly realized that what was befalling 
Palestine Jewry was not a pogrom. No massed attack was 
being made on miserable, hapless refugees; no marauding 
hordes were pouncing on a timorous, helpless community; 
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nor was it a case of Nazis grinding under their heel a 
disorganized, cowed population. What occurred was still 
another attempt by Arab leaders to hamstring the efforts 
of the Jewish people to reconstruct its historic homeland. 
Aware that an open attack on Jewish settlements cannot 
succeed (for Jews have already demonstrated in 1929 that 
they can defend themselves unaided even against superior 
numbers), Arab storm-troopers (who according to current 
rumors are subsidized by Mussolini) fell back upon more 
devious attacks from ambush with the hope of terrorizing 
the Jewish population and of inducing the British govern- 
ment to stop Jewish immigration. The Jewish population 
is therefore determined to keep its temper. It will not 
(even when lashed by the whip of assassination) surrender 
the rights of the Jewish masses peacefully to settle in their 
homeland, no more than it formerly surrendered under the 
threat of massacre. 

The large masses of the Arab population—even as in 
1929—are not hostile to Jewish settlement. It is only when 
they are incited by canards of bloodshed that some of them 
are roused to violent action. The present riots have become 
possible only after prolonged preparations of whipping up 
the populace against the Jews. Within the last eighteen 
months the Arab daily press kept up a steady barrage of 
front-page leading articles which systematically branded 
Jews as “the human sexual disease’, as a group of defraud- 
ers and swindlers, and as ‘‘a virulent menace to mankind’. 
During the last few months — ever since the Legislative 
Council appeared on the agenda—Arab leaders openly 
threatened (without Government interference) to indulge 
in violence and bloodshed unless their anti-Zionist demands 
be granted. Working in that direction, they capitalized 
police attacks on the Al-Kassam robber band in order to 
sanctify those notorious child-murderers as national heroes 
and saints. In the midst of this charged atmosphere, it 
proved comparatively easy to produce explosion. The 
lighting of the match took place on the eve of April 19 
when a blood-curdling tale was circulated in Jaffa that in 
Tel Aviv the Jews were said to have beheaded three Arabs 
and an Arab woman. This wild rumor was spread like 
wild-fire by the Arab National Guard—an oragnization of 
young ‘“‘storm-troopers’. According to police accounts, 
Communists likewise joined in broadcasting the lie. The 
false but inflammable report did the trick—and blood began 
to flow in Jaffa streets. 


Fortunately for the future of better understanding be- 
tween Arabs and Jews, the vast bedrock of the Arab popula- 
tion has never proven fertile soil for seeds of hatred and 
mistrust which certain elements seek to implant. Even in 
Jaffa, where passions rose to their highest pitch, many Arabs 
refused to be swept away by the frenzy of the moment. 
On the very day of the massacre of Jewish workers in 
Jaffa, fifty Jewish employees at the Jaffa port were caught 
by a new wave of rioting along the waterfront. Return to 
Tel Aviv through Jaffa being out of the question, the 
marooned Jews, including women workers, were brought 
back to their homes in a motor launch captained by an 
Arab port official and manned entirely by Arab boatmen— 
the latter refusing to accept any pay for their work. A 
similar heartening incident occurred a week later. On 
April 28 two Arab children failed to turn up at their homes 
in the neighborhood of the Jewish settlement of Migdal. 
At once the rumor arose that the Jews killed the children, 
whereupon the tribesmen attacked the settlement. When 
shortly afterward the missing boys were found peacefully 
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playing in a nearby field, the overhasty assailants took 
counsel. The next day representatives of the tribe called 
at Migdal, extending a formal apology, pledged themselves 
to live in peace with their Jewish neighbors and hereafter 
to ignore unsubstantiated rumors. And Arab representa- 
tives of the trade union labor movement, as on former 
occasions, icipated in the May Day celebrations in Haifa 
organized by the Histadrut. 


But for all such encouraging incidents, the situation is 
daily becoming more grave. Arab nationalists, determined 
to keep passions at boiling point, are now brandishing a 
new weapon against Zionism. This time it is not knives 
or stones or bombs or bullets but the “general strike”. 
However, a general strike in Palestine without Jewish par- 
5 gE is a self-contradictory concept. It is not a general 
strike at all but an attempt to create civil war between 
700,000 Arabs and 400,000 Jews who share common in- 
terests in one and the same country. It is a reactionary 
movement which seeks to stop unexploiting, productive 
Jewish immigration that is beneficial to the entire country 
—Arab as well as Jewish. Ultimately, if successful, such 
a strike can only tighten the strangle-hold which the Arab 
landowner has on the Arab fellaheen. Besides, the Arab 
nationalist attempt at civil war, under the guise of Arabic 
economic non-cooperation, is foredoomed to failure. The 
chief means of transportation and most of the industrial re- 
sources are in Jewish hands; the big urban centers are 
Jewish; and the Jewish population does not depend on 
the Arab peasant for its food supply. The proclamation of 
a so-called general strike may poison wholesome relation- 
ships among various sections of the population but it cannot 
stop the economic machinery of the country. 


Whence it is not surprising that the pseudo-general 
strike failed to make any headway. From the very begin- 
ning, many Arab workers refused to join. Nationalist 
“boy scouts” had to coerce Arab shopkeepers into comply- 
ing with the strike, and even then, threats did not prove 
effective. On April 23 in Jerusalem, for example, only 
a small percentage of Arab store-owners were intimida- 
ted into closing. In order to keep the strike going at all, 
the Arab storm-troopers intensified the terror, but many 
merchants simply transported their goods to their private 
houses where they sold under cover. By May 13, Arab 
terrorists next resorted to murdering some of their co- 
religionists (not omitting to pin the blame on Jews) in 
order to insure even the partial continuance of the strike. 
The Arab populace, in general, displays no wish to strike 
against Jews. When on May 4 the curfew was lifted in 
Tel Aviv and Jaffa (it has since been re-imposed on Jaffa 
due to recrudescence of rioting) many Arabs freely mingled 
in the streets and cafes of all-Jewish Tel Aviv. They 
seemed willing to return to normal. And prominent Arabs, 
like Emil Boutagy, (President of the Haifa Tradesmen 
Association) have repeatedly warned that the strike must 
lead to Arab bankruptcy. As early as April 29, the Arab 
merchants of Nablus were forced to ask their creditors for 
a moratorium. 


In the face of sporadic violence and this unsuccessful 
effort to organize a general strike, the Jewish population 
has continued its social and economic activities. Work in 
Jewish factories in Tel Aviv and Haifa has proceeded in 
a normal manner and business in Jerusalem went on with- 
out interruption. Immigrants continued to stream into the 
country by hundreds. And with them arrived the usual 
number of tourists. They came to Tel Aviv for the World 
Congress of Jewish Physicians where Dr. Friedmann, pre- 
siding officer, concluded his brief speech thus: “Keep a 
stiff upper lip and proceed with the business of the day”. 
Many more tourists visited the exhibits of the Levant Fair 
which opened on April 30. In the preceding forty-eight 
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hours, eight hundred workmen, engineers, decorators, and 
other skilled artisans toiled feverishly day and night to 
complete preparations. Thousands of Jews attended, many 
coming outside Tel Aviv despite roads sprinkled 
with broken glass. Some ingenious motorists devised a 
whisk-broom contrivance attached to the front bumpers of 
their cars to sweep inpediments aside as they travelled. 
When on May 6 all the foreign pavilions at last were 
ready, the Hebrew press justly pointed out that the success- 
ful opening of the Levant Fair strikingly illustrated the 
Yishuv’s undaunted spirit of enterprise. 

Despite the general preservation of economic normalcy, 
the situation in Palestine is very serious. The danger lies 
not in the continuation of the “general strike” nor even in 
the cowardly acts of assassination engineered by the Arab 
nationalists and other reactionary groups. Neither acts of 
violence nor the threat of economic non-cooperation will 
terrorize the Jewish population. But there is the immediate 
danger lest British authorities, seeking to court the good- 
will of Arab nationalists, compromise at the expense of 
Jewish rights by temporarily stopping Jewish immigration 
and imposing new restrictions on Jewish land purchases. 
If it should really agree to such unfair measures, the Gov- 
ernment will not only close the only place of refuge open 
to thousands of Jews who must emigrate but, by setting a 
premium on murder, will check the prosperous development 
of the entire country. 

What will eventuate out of the Arab terrorist activities 
is still uncertain. For the present, however, it looks as if 
they may produce at least one good: a much-needed port 
in Tel Aviv. Heretofore, that growing teeming town was 
without any port of entry and lacked as much as a single 
government building. For both Tel Aviv and Jaffa are 
served by one administrative machine, yet strangely enough, 
all the district government offices, the law courts, ‘the main 
post-office, the custom house, and that main artery of com- 
merce, the port, were situated in Jaffa. Result: Tel Aviv 
citizens were forced to go to Jaffa to execute many of their 
civil, legal and commercial affairs. In fact, not even a 
telegram could be sent in Tel Aviv (a city with three 
newspapers!) after 7 p.m., without repairing to Jaffa. The 
injustice is doubly striking upon realization that these very 
government institutions located exclusively in Jaffa are 
supported primarily by Tel Aviv, the most populous city 
and chief industrial, commercial, tourist and immigration 
center of Palestine. The crying need for government build- 
ings, as well as the creation of a fee and customs house 
in Tel Aviv has long been voiced in the Hebrew press. 
But now, when a cool half-dozen innocent Jews were 
slain in Jaffa solely because they had to go there to attend 
to certain forms of business, agitation for Tel Aviv's rights 
has turned to angry insistence. Jewish economic and in- 
dustrial organizations advanced their campaign to divert 
trafic from Jaffa: they imported only through Haifa. By 
May 8 a temporary unloading quay had been erected on the 
Yarkon River in Tel Aviv pending the building of a 
regular port for which plans are now being drawn. 

Thus even out of the destruction produced by those de- 
termined to create havoc, Palestine Jewry is constructing 
something positive. It is laying a new foundation stone. 





Books wanted by the Department of Education of 
the Histadrut in Palestine for the schools, “kvutzot” 
and “moshavei ovdim” for the pioneering youth. 
Need of basic works in all branches of the natural 
sciences, particularly those dealing with agriculture; 
also works in education and basic textbooks in his- 
tory, geography, and the social sciences. Please 
mail books to Washington Branch, League for Labor 
Palestine (Address: Mr. Joseph L. Rubin, 2707 
Woodley Place, N.W., Washington, D. C.) which has 
undertaken to send books to Palestine. 
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American Labor Marches 


Sh march of labor continues at such a rapid pace and 
on so many fronts that a summary speaks for itself. 

A significant, if not dramatic arrangement was the volun- 
tary agreement reached after years of legislative activity and 
negotiation between the twenty-one railroad unions and 
management, providing for a dismissal wage. It is estimated 
that the ome 
sixteen years ago, and another 150,000 to 200,000 workers 
will soon be displaced as a result of technological change 
and railway consolidation and reorganization. This agree- 
ment, already signed by 85% of the railroads, provides for 
payment reaching a maximum, dependent on length of 
service, of 60% of annual earnings for five years for all 
displaced workers. The Merchants’ Association sees in 
this acceptance of a dismissal wage a dangerous precedent 
for other industries and a tax on efficiency. 

Another approach to the problem of displaced men was 
in the new two-year agreement in the anthracite coal fields. 
This covered 106,000 men; in 1902 more than 150,000 
wete employed in the industry. A decade ago when the 
union — a thirty hour week as a solution it was 
laughed down, but the new agreement provides for a 35 
hour week, and an equalization of work scheme to take 
cate of the displaced men, many of whom have resorted to 
“bootlegging” coal. 

“Technological unemployment’ has been receiving much 
attention and a government project has been set up to 
determine its extent and causes. The Republicans ad re- 
actionaries took sudden comfort in the startling announce- 
ment by the New York Sun that its investigations showed 
the number of unemployed to be under four million. This 
is almost near “normal” unemployment, so of course the 
classical economists are right in contending that techno- 
logical unemployment is impossible. Actually, technologic- 
al displacements are in fact only one of the symptoms of 
unemployment instead of a cause. The major problem is 
one of redistribution of income. Even if one rejects the 
figures of the Communist Labor Research Bureau of 16,- 
000,000 unemployed and accepts the government’s admis- 
sion that it is over ten million, there is little chance for 
such redistribution on a scale sufficient to take care of 
“technological” and other unemployment. Even on the 
government projects employing some 3 million workers, 
wages in South Carolina average 20 cents an hour as con- 
trasted with New York’s 50 cent rate. 

Organized labor’s reliance is largely on legislation en- 
forcing a universal thirty-hour week. They look more and 
more for this, plus the redistribution which comes through 
a social security program in the re-election of Roosevelt. 
Following the pro-Roosevelt Labor Non-Partisan League, 
the miners, the hosiery workers and the automobile workers 
have all come out for Roosevelt—despite the shabby deal 
of Roosevelt's Automobile Labor Relation Board. Finally, 
the A. F. of L. itself, through a statement made by Presi- 
dent Green at a convention of the National Women’s Trade 
Union League, has come out for Roosevelt. Only once 
before, in 1924 when it endorsed LaFollette, has the A. F. 
of L. taken such action. A Scripps-Howard correspondent 
estimates that labor’s vote will win at least four states for 
Roosevelt. With Earl Browder’s announcement that the 


fight of the Communists is to defeat the Liberty Leaguers 
and that no national ticket for the Farmer-Labor Party 
would be announced, the militant Socialists alone will put 
forward a candidate to the left of Roosevelt. 


t of railroad workers is half what it was 


®@ by Elsie Gliick 


Granted that the chances for Roosevelt’s re-election are 


overwhelming, what will this mean for labor? True, in 
his Baltimore address he emphasized the withdrawal of 
child labor up to the age of 18, as one solution of ‘the 
unemployment problem. He has indicated his support of 
the Wagner-Ellenbogen Housing bill, endorsed by labor, 
which would release $75,000,000 next year of a total of 
$476,000,000 for federal loans and subsidies to local hous- 
ing projects for low-income groups. But this bill, for 
which labor is pushing, is not on his “must” list and the 
opposition of the real estate interests who suggest instead 
annual rent subsidies and the omission of the provisions 
for prevailing wage rates for labor may account for his 
hesitancy. Another indication was his ‘sudden enthusiasm 
for mass production of one-family houses at a low cost. 
This was presumably to satisfy big industry and alleged rural 
protest over a predominantly urban program. But building 
labor and not a few housing experts will oppose this pro- 
gram. Senator Wagner, in addressing an — meeting of 
the Women’s Trade Union League, predicted a re-enactment 
of minimum wage legislation and extension of the benefits 
of the Social Security Act which now aid about 700,000 
aged and dependent persons. There are even rumors of 
hour legislation. But in his own state of New York, Re- 
publicans were able to defeat ratification of the child labor 
amendment, and the enactment of a state social security 
bill which, at a cost of less than $4,000,000 additional state 
taxes would bring 15 to 20 millions of federal aid. 


A more direct and dramatic approach to the pressing 
problem of unemployment was presented in New Jersey. 
Following the discontinuance of federal control, New Jer- 
sey like many other backward states, discontinued state aid 
and threw 276,000 unemployed on the mercy of local com- 
munities and poor relief. The Workers’ Alliance in the 
absence of the state legislature, held mock sessions for 
several days, which while not yet resulting in remedial 
measures, focussed the attention of the country on what 
states’ rights and local autonomy might result in during a 
period of depression, 

The importance of federal legislation becomes strikingly 
evident if one examines the 1935 population figures recently 
published. The greatest population increases have taken 
place in the south, and among the white rather than the 
colored population. In these states, misery is rampant: 
tenant farmers have been displaced by the depression and 
the AAA; cotton plantation workers may find themselves 
through new inventions. Northern industry it is true is 
flocking to this area where low wages, no labor legislation 
or failure to enforce legislation, exploitation of federal 
relief funds and a systematic anti-union terror is carried 
on. But the south is still predominantly agricultural. The 
growth of a Tenant Farmers’ Union, unemployed workers’ 
alliances and trade unions is being met by a horrible terror. 
In Georgia, the Ku Klux Klan again marched openly. In 
Tampa Florida, although the evidence was clear, as the 
New York Times correspondent plainly showed, that the 
employers have not stopped short of using public officials 
or murder to prevent organization in the citrus and tobacco 
industries, two of the defendents in the flogging-murder 
trial have already been acquitted. In the face of such news, 
the simply told stories of the Huntsville, Alabama delegates 
to the Women’s Trade Union League convention were sing- 
ularly cheering. They told how the textile union and 
the League had met store-keepers’ threats by organizing a 
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cooperative; of an anti-picketing law by the organization 
of a children’s picket line and a labor youth organization ; 
and of their unqualified endorsement of the resolution call- 
ing for the equality of Negro with white workers in the 
trade union movement. All this is particularly significant 
since Huntsville is notorious for its lynchings and is the 
center of several large textile mills. 

Another sign of awakening in the south was shown in 
the vote of the Alabama State Federation of Labor for the 
principle of industrial unionism. The inner union conflict 
on this issue, which may decide whether labor can meet 
the challenge of “technological” displacement, employers’ 
terrorism and reactionary defeat of social legislation has not 
abated. A defeat was met in the repeated refusal by the 
American Federation of Labor council to grant to 25,000 
radio workers an industgial charter. The Philadelphia local 
of this post-NRA union recently won a victory for 8,000 
members. The Council also warned the steel workers’ 
convention against acceptance of the aid of the Committee 
on Industrial Organization or infringement of jursidictional 
rights of craft unions. The steel workers’ convention, 
though representing only 10,000 of 400,000 workers, as 
contrasted with a membership two years ago of 100,000, 
nevertheless went on record for the acceptance of financial 
aid and organizers from A. F. of L. unions which would 
waive jurisdictional rights and work with the union. Actu- 
ally the steel union has had what amounts to an industrial 
charter since 1887. Added to this hard-won victory was 
a somewhat easier one in the automobile workers’ conven- 
tion, the second which it has had. Despite the system of 
labor spying and discrimination, the existence of dual 
unions, of technological displacement and the setback given 
by the President’s labor relation Board, this new union 
spoke for 40,000 workers. It elected officers from its own 
ranks to succeed President Green’s appointees, endorsed 
industrial unionism, accepted the offer of aid from the 
Committee on Industrial Organization, and promised 100,- 
000 members at its next convention. This is not idle talk; 
the rubber workers’ union, chartered at about the same time, 
quadrupled its membership in less than that period. More- 
over, at least two of the three independent unions show 
every sign of wishing to merge with the A. F. of L. union. 
Industrial unionism was endorsed as well by the Pennsyl- 
vania State Federation of Labor, and the women trade 
unionists who pointed out that skilled craft unions could 
not admit the millions of unorganized women workers. 

Professional workers scored a victory in the award of 
the National Labor Relations Board against the Associated 
Press in a dismissal case, in the new agreement concluded 
by the New York musicians union. But the “red” hunt in 
the school system shows no signs of abatement ; Washington, 
D. C. enacted a “red rider” and New York passed a measure 
to investigate “red” teachings in the schools; at City College 
a teacher was dismissed for his left activities. One can 
be sure that the 45 patriotic societies which recently united 
to fight “communism” will be on the job. Fortunately the 
growth of the teachers’ union may provide some check. 

The most dramatic of the month’s events have been on 
the waterfront—this time on the Atlantic Coast. When the 
liner California reached New York, its sailors who had 
struck on the Pacific Coast and had been threatened with 
trial for mutiny, were discharged or docked. One of their 
number, Joseph Curran, now appears as the Harry Bridges 
of the Eastern coast. About 4,000 seamen are involved in 
what the International Union considers an “outlaw” strike 
since it was called after wage agreements were reached. 
This agreement provides for scales lower than on the Pacific 
Coast, necessary, the employers claim, because Oriental la- 
bor on the Pacific Coast makes possible higher wages for 
organized non-Oriental labor. Mass picketing, at first 
peaceful, was later marked by the arrest of 250 pickets. 
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Open clashes between Curran and Vice-President David 
Grange (who, it is interesting to note, is a Negro) and 
the supply of “‘strikebreakers’” by the International Union 
show the extent of the conflict. The international officials 
not only charge that Curran is a Communist and that the 
strike is Communist, but even belittle the dramatic charges 
made by Curran to Secretary of Commerce Roper regarding 
safety, living and wage conditions on American ships. 
Curran, although he admits Communist aid, denies party 
membership, and points to the aid of groups like the Sur- 
vivors of the Morro Castle Disaster. He openly avows 
however, that he is working for a Maritime Federation such 
as exists on the Pacific Coast. The issue is more complex 
than that of industrial unionism or militant unionism; An- 
drew Furuseth, always a militant, has been an enemy of 
Socialists, Communists, labor party-ites and __ political 
connections. 

A united May Day parade including the Communists re- 
sulted unfortunately in a separate demonstration by the 
garment unions which have always formed the backbone 
of these parades. ‘Conservative American” unions have re- 
fused to recognize May Day even though it originated in 
the United States in the 1886 strike movement for the 
eight-hour day. Whether one accepts the New York Times 
figures of 40,000 marchers, those of the Socialist Call of 
175,000 or of the Daily Worker of 300,000, the parade 
was admittedly impressive. Unity meant at least the absence 
of disorder in New York and in other cities. Will the 
new struggle for a thirty-hour week invo!ve again as broad 
a response in as militant action as the eight-hour struggle 
fifty years ago, or will labor look to the President for this 
measure ? 


Correspondence 


Without being a pacifist and therefore without fully 
sharing the author’s convictions may I express my apprecia- 


‘tion of the essential soundness and profundity of the 


approach of Mr. Hayim Greenberg in his article “To A 
Communist Friend”. Here is a radicalism which has out- 
grown rationalistic mechanism which still bedevils so much 
Marxian thinking. The Jewish Frontier is publishing some 
of the best contributions on the complex relation between 
cultural and social problems which have come to my 
attention. 
REINHOLD NIEBUHR 
* 

Sir: 

When someone used to city life and its cultural oppor- 
tunities, lectures, libraries, and theatre, is suddenly trans- 
ported to an isolated spot miles away from civilization, 
it is difficult to bear the strain if one’s old friend and 
companion the book is not at hand. 

A situation like this is faced by every Halutz and Halutza 
leaving the city for one of the Hechalutz Hakshara farms. 

We are certain that many of the readers of Jewish 
Frontier who are in possession of an oversupply of books 
would gladly offer some to the libraries of the three Hecha- 
lutz Hakshara farms in the United States. Fiction, sociology, 
philosophy, science and agriculture in English as well as in 
Hebrew and Yiddish, would be welcome. Current perti- 
odicals of serious nature, of general character, as well as of 
special scientific value are also needed. 

The mailing expenses of a book is in the neighborhood 
of 5c. The Central Committee of the Hechalutz will be 
willing to refund all expenses connected with mailing. 

Parcels should be addressed: 

HAKSHARA LIBRARIES 
c/o HECHALUTZ, 1225 Broadway, N. Y. C. 
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BOOKS 


WHAT | REPRESENT.... 


INTRODUCTORY NOTE 


E PUBLISH here, for the first time, a letter in which 
Thomas Mann himself offers an estimate of his life 

and work. The author of “Magic Mountain” and the 
“Joseph” trilogy has declared his unreserved opposition to 
Nazi Germany. Mann has made this clear in a communica- 
tion to Die Neue Zuericher Zeitung of February 3, 1936. 
It will be remembered that when Hitler came to power, 
Thomas Mann voluntarily chose exile in Switzerland. How- 
ever, he remained almost altogether silent and during his 
visit to the United States in the summer of 1934 a group 
of some thirty American writers and critics sent him an 
open letter asking Mann to lend his voice in the battle 
against Nazism. His statement in the Neue Zuericher Zei- 
tung said in part: “German anti-Semitism . . . is aimed 


® by Thomas Mann 


. . Mot at the Jews exclusively . . . but at Europe and all 
Higher Germanism. It is aimed, as is becoming more 
evident all the time, at the ancient Christian foundations of 
occidental morality. .. . The deep conviction, supported and 
reinforced daily by thousands of human, moral and aesthetic 
individual observations and impressions that nothing good 
for Germany or the world can come out of the present 
German regime has made me avoid the country, in whose 
spiritual tradition I am more deeply rooted than those who 
have been hesitating for three years aboyt daring to come 
out and deny my Germanism before the whole world.” The 
following letter was sent by Thomas Mann in an exchange 
of correspondence whose basis was an essay on the “Magic 
Mountain” which Professor Harry Slochower submitted to 
the author. 





Kiisnacht-Ziirich 
November 1, 1935 
Dear Dr, Slochower: 

I am ashamed at having neglected your manuscript so 
long, and must beg your indulgence. Because of my trip 
to America following directly on the hubbub of my birth- 
day, my correspondence has fallen into bad confusion and 
I am working off my debt of letters very slowly. I have 
studied the extensive chapter from your “Three Ways of 
Modern Man’’ with conceivable interest. The impression 
I have received convinced me that the work as a whole will 
yield a highly interesting analysis of the dilemma of mod- 
ern man, and I am proud that my work could be of service 
to you in giving point to this situation . Naturally, it is 
rather affecting for an author to see himself integrated 
in this way into a criticism of contemporary time and its 
evolution; and the sane, intelligent manner in which you 
proceed to do this has afforded me genuine pleasure. 

To be sure, one element in your characterization of my 
life-work has surprised me and, I might confess, also 
saddened me. It is the conception of a certain liberal in- 
conclusiveness and indecisiveness in my intellectual make- 
up that you evoke. You see, I have in mind the last pages 
of the maunscript where this interpretation emerges most 
objectionably. A liberalism is here ascribed to me which 
is incapable of countenancing the irrational and the anti- 
intellectual; and a certain misuse is made of statements 
taken from “Goethe und Tolstoi”. It has never occurred 
to me that the ironic reservation of which I speak there, 
the disinclination for a precipitate decision in favor of 
nature of spirit, could be interpreted as liberal anemia and 
weakness. My thought here is subservient to the idea of 
humanity itself, as I understand it; the idea, namely, that 
the essence of man simultaneously encompasses the na- 
tural and the spiritual, and is only completed in both. 
What I represent is the idea of balance which, I might 
say, conditions my tactical party-alignment and my attitude 
towards temporal problems. For about the last decade my 
essayistic and critico-cultural position has been emphatically 
rationalistic and idealistic; but I arrived at this position only 
under the pressure of the irrationalism and political anti- 
humanism which, ridiculing all human balance, has been 
spreading in Europe, particularly in Germany. Do you 


recall Antigone? That young maiden originally revered 
both types of the deity equally, that of darkness and that 
of light; but because of the shallow over-estimation that 
her antagonist Kreon, imparts to the upper powers she is 
led to over-emphasize her reverence for the powers of 
Hades. The case with me is the reverse and yet related. 
However, it is significant that my rational-idealistic human- 
ism is expressed almost exclusively in my critical and po- 
lemical essays but scarcely in my imaginative works where 
my primal nature, which calls for balance in the human 
sphere, attains much purer expression. 


Almost alone among German writers I have struggled 
with all my might against what has been emerging in 
Germany for years and has now attained absolute power; 
and my present exile, half voluntary half involuntary as 
it is, represents the very consequence of this struggle. I 
have sacrificed two-thirds of my wordly possessions in order 
to be able to live in freedom outside the German border, 
and by thus remaining outside, incessantly demonstrate 
against what is happening in and to Germany, even though 
I do not rage polemically against the Third Reich. I have 
considered it worthwhile to retain contact with my German 
public which, by its nature and education, even today 
stands in opposition to Hitlerism and out of which can 
come forth one day the counter-movement to the system 
dominating at present; and this contact would have been 
immediately destroyed, that is, my books, which can still 
be read, would have been immediately banned if I had 
drawn my sword in a more unmistakable way than I none- 
theless have done in many of my statements in the last 
few years. To conclude from this conscious and deliberate 
reserve and self-control that I do not have the moral capa- 
city to call a spade a spade and to reprove what is reprobate 
signifies to me a critical grievance which, I repeat, coming 
from so sympathetic a spirit as yours is otherwise, has sad- 
dened me. 

I could not help expressing this in the hope that you 
may yet decide upon a revision in your book in this respect. 
It would only be in the service of truth since I by no 
means ask you to spare my real weaknesses. . . . 


Yours devoted, 


THOMAS MANN 
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ANTI-SEMITISM, YESTERDAY AND TOMORROW 


i aye Jew has had a double dose of the bitterness which 
has been visited upon mankind generally since the 
World War. As a citizen of the land of his residence he 
has, together with his non-Jewish fellows, been shaken by 
its economic, political and social convulsions. He has, in 
addition, borne the weight of a special burden which has 
been imposed on him alone. For during the past two 
decades anti-Semitism has come to life with increased vigor 
throughout the world. 

Now to be sure, anti-Semitism touching merely sixteen 
million human beings is only a side-show in the world 
drama of communisms, fascisms, revolutions and wars 
which affect all mankind. It is neither the vastest nor the 
most significant of contemporary social phenomena. It is 
nevertheless one of the symptomatic minor spectacles of 
our day. Whence it has come to pass that there is right 
now no end of the making of books and articles concern- 
ing it. 

But in the mind of the Jew who is the object of anti- 
Semitism the phenomenon looms large. As a result, almost 
every Jew has his own special theories as to the causation 
of prejudice against his group, and his own motions as to 
how that bias can best be reckoned with. As is the case 
with most popular attitudes, these folk philosophies are 
largely the result of confused thinking, of hasty generaliza- 
tion, and of bad logic. 

It is here that Rabbi Lee J. Levinger has made a definite 
contribution to the cause of clarity. In his recently pub- 
lished Anti-Semitism Yesterday and Tomorrow,* he has 
given a sketch of the history of anti-Semitism, the theories 
of its causation, its effects both on the Jew and the Gentile, 
and the lines of approach.toward solution of the problem. 
Rabbi Levinger has not struggled for originality. He has 
not sought to proclaim some new, hitherto unperceived 
doctrine. He has been content rather to digest existing 
materials on the subject. But his presentation is through- 
out sane, objective and lucid. What makes this book of 
great value is the fact that it is addressed in its tone, spirit 
and phrasing to the average man, Jew or Gentile, the one 
who is most likely to suffer from popular fallacies concern- 
ing anti-Semitism. 

Anti-Semitism Y esterday and Tomorrow is divided logic- 
ally into three parts. The first provides a sketch history 
of anti-Jewish prejudices and persecutions, a survey which 
is schematic but nevertheless adequate. The second portion 
consists in an analysis of the causes of anti-Semitism— 
religion, economics, the myth of a world conspiracy, the 
racial fallacy and the theories of environment advanced 
by Marx and Freud. It is in this section that the book loses 
in some measure the lucidity which it maintains as a whole. 
Rabbi Levinger would have done better had he treated 
separately with those causes of anti-Semitism which he re- 
gards as real and those which he considers as merely sup- 
positions. The handling on an equal plane of the two sets 
of theories of causation blurs the exposition. The third 
portion of the work devotes itself to a study of the socio- 
logical factors in the making of anti-Semitism, to the 
psychological results of it both in the Gentile and the 
Jew, and to a discussion of possible remedies. The treat- 
ment throughout is dispassionate and fair. What is more, 
it is sensitive, recognizing the subtleties which are often ne- 
glected. Rabbi Levinger understands, for example, that 
the issue in contemporary anti-Semitism is not religious 
liberty. He has not neglected to deal with the problem 





* Anti-Semitism Yesterday and Tomorrow. By Lee J. Levinger. 
Published by Macmillan Company. $2.50. 


® by Milton Steinberg 


of the emotional consequences of anti-Semitism. He is 
aware of the influence of the social background in determin- 
ing the particular form which anti-Semitism will take and 
the points of attack which it will select. 

Because of the very objectivity of Rabbi Levinger’s posi- 
tion and his desire to analyze critically all possible theories 
of causation of anti-Semitism it is not altogether easy to 
determine where Rabbi Levinger himself stands personally. 
In so far as he commits himself to any special theory, it is 
this—the “the real source of anti-Semitism and of most 
prejudices in the world” is “first an underlying suspicion 
of people who are different from ourselves; second, a mo- 
ment of such deep unhappiness that we must find an enemy 
on which to visit our wrongs. In such a case, the enemy 
has been long designated by religious teaching, by nation- 
alist education, by many forces in the life of the nation.” 
In brief, Rabbi Levinger assigns priority to the dislike of 
the unlike. From his point of view all other factors, in- 
cluding the economic, are only of secondary and derivative 
significance. 

It is here that Rabbi Levinger’s treatment seems to us 
to be least satisfying. It has involved him in an under- 
playing of the economic motif and especially of the deliber- 
ate exploitation of group prejudices by groups that are 
threatened with economic expropriation. This is not to 
say that Rabbi Levinger is unaware of economic forces, 
but it does mean that he gives what in our judgment is an 
understatement of their influence. Thus, in treating with 
the rise of anti-Semitism in Germany he neglects the ex- 
ploitation of that issue as a distraction from Germany's 
troubled economic life. Again, he dismisses with only a 
casual comment (see page 241) the exploitation of race 
and religion as a deliberate diversion of mass attention. 
He distinctly lists economics (page 317) as only a “second- 
ary” cause of anti-Semitism. 

At bottom and in the last analysis Rabbi Levinger has, 
like so many other analysts, been guilty of a logical fallacy. 
When one is dealing with the influences in life as subtle 
and as elusive as the economic, the religious, the psycho- 
logical, one is, after all, handling incommensurables. There 
is no way in which one can determine quantitatively in 
what degree a prejudice may be the result of economic 
competition, of deliberate exploitation of group prejudices 
by interested parties, or of a natural and spontaneous hu- 
man dislike of the unlike. It is impossible in dealing with 
things which cannot be weighed or measured to talk in 
terms of greater or less. Nor is it reasonable to attempt to 
establish priorities. For all these categories alike imply in- 
struments of mathematical calculation. The best that can 
be done in dealing with incommensurables is to regard them 
as interpenetrating co-ordinates. Otherwise, one falls into 
the error into which Rabbi Levinger has slipped, that of 
confusing the “partial” with the “secondary”. 

What remedy has Rabbi Levinger to suggest? He recog- 
nizes that the Jew alone cannot solve the problem. He 
lays his major hope upon the influence of. propaganda and 
education, together with an effort on the part of Jews by 
themselves to correct such secondary factors as lie entirely 
within their power of control, and a joint effort on the 
part of Jews and Gentiles to eliminate secondary causes, 
which are the proper concern of both alike. That Rabbi 
Levinger himself is not too hopeful with his own solution 
through education and propaganda appears from his asser- 
tion that “the greatest problem remains unsolved: How 
to induce the leaders of world thought who control the 
systems of education and information to sponsor such a 
radical program.” But if, on the one hand, Rabbi Levin- 
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ger has no sure-fire cure for the ailment, if, in brief, his 
discussion ends in the spirit of the Talmudical teks, it 
must also be observed that the fault lies not with him but 
with the fact that there are in life any number of problems 
for which there is no quick and certified solution. It must, 
moreover, be observed that Rabbi Levinger is awake to the 
fact that passivity is under no circumstances a remedy, that 
a medicine of doubtful efficacy is better than none at all. 
And it should be observed, last of all, that at no time is 
Rabbi Levinger ready to concede to anti-Semitism, that the 
Jew in the hope of mitigating it shall surrender any part of 
his culture. Throughout, he insists that Jews can offer too 
high a price for the chance of attaining physical security, 
that for them as for all human beings there is little wisdom 
in gaining the world at the cost of their souls. 


A HEBREW PHILOSOPHY? 


THE HEBREW PHILOSOPHICAL GENIUS: A Vindica- 
tion. By Duncan Black Macdonald. Princeton Univer- 
sity Press. $2.50. 


The philosophical enterprise has been variously conceived, 
by various men, at various times. To some it is the con- 
tinuous, progressive, though none too unilinear, pursuit of 
truth; to others it is merely the adumbration of one’s per- 
sonal poetic vision of the universe. Some see in philosophy 
the attempt to penetrate to the “essence of things’; others 
limit it to the discovery or invention of methods of inquiry. 
At one time philosophy was the handmaiden of theology; 
at another it was endowed with the prerogatives of an 
intellectual police, whose business it was to keep the differ- 
ent intellectual disciplines and spiritual pursuits from tress- 
passing on one another’s territory. How Professor Duncan 
Black Macdonald conceives the philosophical enterprise is 
not very clear, and perhaps not only to his readers. 


This book is ‘‘an attack on a widely prevalent dogma 
that the Hebrews had no philosophy, being by their very 
nature incapable of philosophy”. It issues in the dubious 
conclusion that the Hebrews (the Biblical people—those of 
post-Biblical times the authors refers to as Jews) did have 
a philosophy: “Platonic in nature, though not in origin’’. 
Now, to speak of a people having a unified philosophy is 
always a dangerous procedure. It -requires too elastic a 
conception of philosophy, and too much stretching and 
juggling of evidence. To include, as Professor Macdonald 
does, under the name philosophy, the purely devotional, 
poetical and rhetorical, manifestations of the spiritual life, 
is to err as much in one direction, as, denying that there 
was philosophic activity among the Hebrews because of a 
narrow view of philosophy, is to err in another. After such 
inclusion no one can possibly disagree with the author, and 
his attack is no more than Quixotic tilting at windmills. 

Furthermore, there is something unpalatable about the 
statement that the philosophy of the Hebrews was Platonic. 
It inevitably raises the much debated question as to whether 
there ever was anything like a definite, unified system of 
Platonic philosophy. To limit Platonism to a few ideas in 
the Laws is to show scant respect for the erudition of the 
“students of philosophic literature” to whom the author 
addresses the book with repeated insistence. And to speak 
of the Hebrews repeatedly as hardboiled realists, and then 
to base the alleged Platonism of the Hebrews on the asser- 
tion that “the idea was their reality, and prevented them, 
in general from seeing the discordant facts of life” be- 
speaks not too much clarity of thought. 

The book could have been much more important had th 
author limited his criterion to, let us say, the presence of 
free inquiry among the Hebrews, irrespective of whether it 
followed modern scientific method, Socratic dialectic, or 
any other path. From this point of view he has things of 
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great interest to tell us. It is important to know that the 
life of the Hebrews was not one of uninterrupted ortho- 
doxy; that Reason occupied an important position in their 
thought, frequently approaching apotheosis; that the concep- 
tion of free will was deeply ingrained in their minds, 
whence arose the inquiry of the relation of man’s will to 
the will of God; that the problem of permanence versus 
flux received a good deal of inquiry; or that the problems. 
of moral conscience and of evil received treatment that 
very often ran counter to the accepted orthodox ideas of 
the day. 

The author's exposition of some of the leading ideas in 
the book of Job is competent. His analysis, in Ecclesiastes, 
of the position of moral man in a world under the sway 
of an amoral God is more than competent. His reconstruc- 
tion, through textual analysis and linguistic comparison, of 
the intellectual milieu of the author of ‘The Wisdom of 
Solomon”, and the influence of Greek on Hebrew thought 
in the post-Alexandrine period, is masterly. It is only to 
be regretted that such scholarship. and praiseworthy 
intentions had to be obscured by a good deal of muddled 
thought and vague philosophizing. 


MEN WHO RULE AMERICA 
RULERS OF AMERICA: A STUDY OF FINANCE 
CAPITAL. By Anna Rochester. International Publish- 
ers. $3.50. 
how product of the Labor Research Association is ob- 
viously the official Communist Party counterpart of 
Lewis Corey's “Decline of American Capitalism,” pub- 
lished in 1934, Its scheme, it is true, more nearly re- 
sembles Dr. Laidler’s work of 1932 on “Concentration of 
Control in American Industry,” with the addition of the 
analysis of control by families as well as by industries, 
based on the Corey study of Morgan, the O’Connor study 
of the Mellon family and the Flynn study of the Rock- 
feller fortunes. The material for both the ruling families 
and industries is brought up to date by Miss Rochester and 
her associates. Recent pioneer work on international com- 
bines such as that by the Englishman Plummer is also util- 
ized. Miss Rochestet’s book, therefore, is not so much a 
pathbreaker as a valuable handbook including the results 


ISAAC FRANCK 


of the research of others and bringing it up to date. Most 


frequently quoted in the sources are the works of bureaus 
and research agencies which Miss Rochester at one place 
characterizes as the intellectual arms of capitalism. 

It cannot be expected that such a book would make light 
reading. One does search however for signs of a sharp 
Marxian analysis and a clear program in the light of the 
most recent developments. It is of interest that Miss Roch- 
ester quotes Varga, who is orthodox in the party, but never 
mentions the Corey study on the “Decline of Capitalism,” 
certainly a pathbreaker, nor his “Crisis of the Middle: 
Class.” Nor are her conclusions helpful: “Obviously Amer- 
ican capitalism is not yet in a state of revolutionary crisis. 
The rulers are as yet secure in their power. But present 
trends foreshadow a revolutionary crisis at some future: 
date”, What factors that date depends on are not indicated. 
The only program offered is that of a People’s Front, such 
as in France, based on alliances with certain elements of 
the middle class—but here again Miss Rochester, like the 
party, is vague. Corey's examination of the various ele- 
ments in the middle class is ignored.- The result is that 
the book, while a quick and ready reference to a large va- 
riety of original studies (no comprehensive bibliography is 
however given) fails to leave the non-party member with 
the urge to participate in some definite way in a movement 
which will unseat the “rulers of America” when, and if, 
the “revolutionary crisis” is reached. 

ELSIE GLUCK. 
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LEAGUE NOTES 


In Memoriam. The Brooklyn Chapter of the League has 
given $250 to the Jewish National Fund in memory of Eva 
Berkowitz, one of its most active and devoted members who 
was killed in an automobile accident. Eva Berkowitz’ name 
will be inscribed in the Golden Book of the J. N. F., and 
trees will be planted in her memory in the Shiplacoff Me- 
morial Forest. 

Conference coming, June 6th and 7th, Saturday evening 
and Sunday, in New York, an important conference called 
by the National Council of the League. Delegates from 
out-of-town chapters will participate in the discussion of 
the vital problems before the League. 

Hechalutz Farm. All League Chapters of New York 
turned out in full force Sunday, May 3rd to visit the Hech- 
alutz Farm at Freehold, New Jersey. A fascinating tour of 
this communal training farm—inspection of the cows and 
chickens, examination of newly-plowed, freshly-sown fields 
where New Jersey tomatoes and radishes will soon be 
sprouting, discovery of the hayloft where many of the com- 
trades sleep, explanations on the mechanics of the cream 
separator, and the reasons for individual names for the 
horses and cows. Due notice taken of the comradeliness 
of the young men, and the glow and tan of the young 
women—the future halutzim and halutzot in the making. 
Singing and dancing on the lawn. A few short addresses. 
Chavera Sereni spoke in Hebrew (more quietly than her 
husband, the inimitable Enzo Sereni), on Halutzim and 
Hakshara. 


Campaign. The League is in the full swing of its Hech- 
alutz Campaign—$17,500.00 needed to equip the Hakshara 
Farms. Quotas assigned to all Chapters, and contributions 
already coming in—from Brooklyn Chapter, $100.00; from 
Wichita, $25.00. (Think of'the distance from the wilds of 
Brooklyn to the Kansas prairies.) Windy City of Chicago 
promises $500.00; Newark in New Jersey $100.00; Man- 
hattan Chapter $100.00 (consider it as so much more than 
the original cost of the entire island) ; Bronx $250.00 (real 
cheers for them). The Seaboard Zionist Region pledged 
$2,500.00; page Rabbi Israel; he’s the man of the hour re- 
sponsible for this generous pledge. 

New Chapters. Goldie Myerson continues the amazing feat 
of being here, there and everywhere, successfully. Student 
meeting in Ithaca; League Chapter at Welland, Ontario; 
Poale Zion, Pioneer Women, and a public League meeting 
at Toronto, of which last Dr. Hurwich reports; “The gen- 
eral comment was that it had been one of the best meet- 
ings of its kind in a long time.” Gewerkshaften Cam- 
paign and organization-meetings of new League Chapters 
in Rochester and Buffalo. Result of her labors—new chap- 
ters organized in Buffalo, Rochester and Syracuse. 


Rose Stoloff and Samuel Rakowitz have organized a new 
chapter in Brooklyn, consisting chiefly of teachers at the 
Abraham Lincoln High School. Great things expected of 
these educational leaders. 

Red Letter Day. On Sunday, May 23rd, friends of the 
Histadrut of The Workmen's Circle of New York organ- 
ized a Workmen’s Circle Chapter of the League, with an 
initial membership of twenty-five. Workmen's Circle Chap- 
ter organized in Chicago, through the initiative of Samuel 
Holland. Boston’s Workmen’s Chapter which is growing 
fast, has been conducting cultural activities under the lead- 
ership of Mr. Bakst. 

Here and There. Dr. Sereni has been the ebullient guest 
speaker at the Manhattan Chapter, Brooklyn Chapter, and 
the Social Workers’ Chapter of New York, discussing the 
present situation in Palestine. 

The six Hebrew-speaking groups in New York held 
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their second Forum lecture on Sunday, May 3rd, with 
Hayim Greenberg giving a stimualting lecture on “The 
Cultural Problems of Palestine.’ Lively discussion fol- 
lowed. . . . Rabbi Millgram spoke to the Camden Chapter 
on the political situation in Palestine. . . . Aaron O. Wein- 
berg addressed the second Hartford Chapter which has just 
been organized. . . . The Chicago League office has been 
conducting a seminar for the past nine weeks. The secre- 
tary writes: “So much interest has been evinced, that ar- 
rangements have been made with the local College of Jew- 
ish Studies to arrange a Seminar in the fall, covering a 
course of eleven lectures on “The Economic Position of the 
Jew.’ These lectures will be delivered by outstanding local - 
and national individuals. The course will be under the 
auspices of the League.” Plans are under way for a week- 
end Summer Seminar. Six chapters have recently been or- 
ganized in Chicago. . . . Flash. Convention of Jewish 
Social Workers, Educators and Center Executives, Atlantic 
City, will be given an insight into Labor Palestine and the 
League’s activities by the New York Social Workers’ Chap- 
ter of the League at a luncheon, and a Palestine Evening, 
on Sunday, May 31st. Benjamin Zemach will be one of 
the artists on the program. . . . The general meeting of 
the five Bronx Chapters on Sunday, May 10th, called to 
hear Zalman Rubashow’s analysis of the present situation in 
Palestine, unexpectedly became a Memorial Meeting. The 
large audience was shocked by the news of Nahum So- 
kolow’s death and listened in reverence to Rubashow’s 
description of the rich and colorful personality of the 
great Zionist leader. Rubashow’s brilliant discussion of the 
reasons for the riots in Palestine increased our determina- 
tion to give the Palestine Yishxv all possible moral, finan- 
cial and political support. A considerable number of new 
members joined the League at this meeting. 


Pamphlets. The League is about to publish in pamphlet 
form Dr. Ruppin’s Essays on the Arab-Jewish Question. 
. . . Great interest aroused by Hayim Greenberg’s super- 
lative study in the May issue of Jewish Frontier, “Letter to 
a Communist Friend.” The League is reprinting it in - 
phlet form at three cents. League Chapters may order it 
prepaid at only two cents. Orders are being accepted at 
once. 
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OUT SOON! AN INVALUABLE STUDY OF “PALESTINE JEWS 
AND ARABS”—including Ben Gurion, “A program for the political 
constitution in Palestine”, Katznelson “Our stand on the Legislative 
Council”, Baylinson “An Arab program for the Zionist movement”, 
Nemirowsky “Jewish colonization and Arabs”, Hurwitz ‘Development 
of agricultural economy in Palestine’, Z. witz “The social 
structure of the Arab people”, Sereni “Toward a new orientation of 
Zionist policy”, Liebenstein “Is Zionism ripe for a new orientation’—an 
answer to the report of Mr. French on development in Palestine’ Erens 
“The myth of the Fellah’. 








